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For almost 2000 years, followers of Jesus have gathered in meeting 
places, as we are doing this evening, Lo celebrate the beginning 
of what we call "The Triduum," three days of celebrating the central 
mysteries of our faith - the passion, death and resurrection or 
Jesus. These are days of' grace, days of peace, days of hope. 

The basic thrust of these days is found in the theme of this 
evening's liturgy - a theme of service on behalf of others. 
We listened again to the story of the saving actions of God 
toward the Jewish people where the blood of the lamb smeared 
on the doors of the Chosen People will save the lives of the 
first born-sons. God loved His people, and He would serve them. 

We listened to the account of the Lord's supper in the early Christian 
community. But even a short time after the Lord's presence among 
the community, the community is divided. Paul would call some 
members of that community to task because they refused to share 
their blessings with the less fortunate. What should have been 
a sacred time for all became a ti~e of drunkenness for some 
and hunger for others. Paul reminds them that their coming together 
has but one purpose - to proclaim the death of the Lord whereby 
the Eucharist celebrates the reality of community where people 
share not only the Lord's Body and Blood, but they also share 
in the concern and care for one another. 

But it is the Gospel account which puts the theme of service in 
perspective. On the night when Jesus would give the gift of Himself 
to us in the Eucharist, on the night before Jesus would die on the 
cross, Jesus would get up from the table and wash the feet of 
His disciples. This act.ion puts all the ministry of Jesus in 
focus. His ministry was Lo serve others; if we are to follow 
Jesus, our ministry must be the same. 

In today's world, we are programmed to look after our own needs. 
We find it hard to include the needs of others. Society today 
conditions us to be served and waited upon; we find it difficult 
to serve and wait upon others. We are constituted to promote our own 
personal advantage; we find it distasteful to promote the advantage 
of others. Yet, the whole thrust of our celebration tonight on 
Holy Thursday is to remind us that to be the Christian means to 
serve others. Self-service is no service. 
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To look beyond ourselves is indeed a challenge. We can be so 
pre-occupied with our own needs that we forget the needs of the 
world and the community in which we live. At this moment, 
the possibility of new wars and conflicts are very real whether 
in Libya and the Middle East or in Central America. At this 
moment in our own community, people are unsure if there will be 
food and shelter for a family tomorrow. At this very moment, 
young people in their search for meaning and purpose are pressured 
in so many ways to misuse their gifts and become caught up 
in chemical dependency and recognize the slogans of our time for 
instant gratification. At this very moment, the elderly continue 
to be alone and forgotten. And while all this is going on, we 
can become so consumed with what we think is important for us that 
we forget the need to serve others. Self-service is no service. 

And how do we respond to this challenge? That is why we are here. 
We come to be strengthened and nourished by the incredible gift 
of Jesus in the Eucharist, the opportunity to encounter God. 
Eucharist is more than meeting another person; rather, it is 
the literal giving of one person to another. In Eucharist, Jesus 
gives Himself to us and our "Amen" is our response in faith. 
Eucharist reflects a Lord and Master who makes Himself servant and 
slave to us. Eucharist takes the death-style of Jesus and offers 
it as the life-style of the community. Eucharist compels the 
community to reach out beyond itself to act as a community and to 
meet common needs. To eat and drink with Jesus means to rise 
and offer oneself as food and drink to others. Eucharist announces 
that self-service is no service. 

There is a hunger in our land and in our world - a hunger for 
peace, for justice, for charity, for hope. We can satisfy that 
hunger by taking the nourishment Jesus offers us and then 
becoming the nourishment for the world in which we live. It 
means a willingness to serve others. It means a giving of ourselves. 
It means the risk of being a disciple of Jesus. It's a risk 
worth taking. 


