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St. Joseph's Parish

Great Falls, Montana

May 19, 1987

75th Anniversary Celebration with
Most Reverend Thomas J. Murphy

Homily

Priests

The celebration of anniversaries is always a good human experience.
Anniversaries help us to be conscious of our past and to recall all

that has taken place to bring us to this moment in -time. Anniversaries

have the special excitement of bringing together people who have
taken part in th event which we recall and celebrate. This is true

for us as individuals when we celebrate birthdays. It is true for

us as we celebrate a certain number of years of commitment in marriage
or service. to others. It is true when we celebrate an anniversary of

a community or nation. But in a very pow~rful way, the anniversary of

a parish community of faith has a unique significance~

Last Sunday, this parish community of St. Joseph's in Great Falls, Montana

began its year of jubilee, its yea~ of celebrating sevety-~ive years of

faith and worship as a faith community in the Roman Catholic Church.

These are not an isolated set of years, but they are rather part of

the almost 2000 year history of the Roman Catholic Church itself.

St. Joseph's parish celebrates its identity, but it does so as part of
a tradition and an experience of faith that has challenged people to be

disciples of Jesus.

'-----

Seventy-five years ago today, the first cornerstone was laid for the

construction of a new Church and a new parish which would serve the

growing community of Great Falls. This new parish would embrace the

city of Great Falls from the Missouri River west and north to Ulm,

Vpughan, and Hill 57. It would be the second parish in the ?ee City

of the Diocese of Great Falls that was established only eight years
earlier.

As St. Joseph's Parish celebrates its 75th anniversary, it is fitting
that one of the first gatherings in its year long celebration would be
the invitation to have the priests who have served here to come back
and to celebrate with the people of the parish community. For seventy-
five years, a priest has served as Pastor of this parish community
and has tried to be the leader and servant of this community.

At the heart of the service offered by priests to this community has
been the challenge to recognize the image of God present in each
person. to live out today the dream of creation shared with us in the
first reading this evening for the Liturgy of St. Joseph the Worker.
For seventy five years, priests, religious and people have made their
own the Psalm Response for this Liturgy: "Lord, give success to the
work of our hands." ,
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Yet, it is in the Gospel this evening.that we appreciate a unique
challenge to us who are gathered here for this celebration. People
are amazed at the wisdom and power of Jesus. They ask where his
power comes from. They find him almost too much for them, because
they recognize his relationship to others whom they know so very
well. They found it difficult to believe in Jesus because of their
lack of faith.

As this group of priests and myself gather with you this evening,

and as we represent the priests who have served this parish community,

you might be able to identify with the people in tonight's Gospel -

maybe we have been too much for you over the years. Perhaps you have
come to know us too well and recognize our weakness and our humanity,
our failings and our inadequacies. Yet, what makes you the people
of St. Joseph's different than the people in the Gospel is that you
are people of faith. You are able to recognize that what we share
as priests, "religious and laity is not our work, or our ministry,
but the work and ministry of the Lord. Somehow or other, despite
us at times, the Lord is present.

For the priests gathered here this evening, it is a time to remember

and to give thanks - to remember the graciousness and goodness of the
people of St. Joseph's parish; to give thanks for their kindness and

hospitality, for their support and encouragement. And in response
to such gifts, we are challenged to live out our commitment to priesthood

in a more dedicated and committed way.

For the'people gathered here tonight, it is a time to give thanks for
the gift of priestly ministry that has blessed this parish community.
It is a time to pray for the priest who may have baptized you, or
shared First Eucharist with you, or witnessed your marriage or
perhaps was present to you and your family at a time of sickn~ss and
death. It is a time to pray for vocations to the priesthood to
serve the future parishioners of St. Joseph's, a time to look--for
ways to encourage young men today to consider a vocation to priestly
ministry in order to serve your children and your children's children.

Seventy- five years ago today, the cornerstone for St. Joseph's Church
was laid. Since its beginning, this parish community has grown in the
faith which brought it together 75 years ago. We give thanks for all
the blessings which God has shared with this community, but we pray
that together- laity,religiousand priests; we may continueto
build up the Body of Christ under the patronage of St. Joseph. :Lord,
give success to the work'of our hands!"


