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We live in a world today where we are conscious of many voices

speaking to us. The voices take on different shapes and forms.
The voices can be strong or weak. There are the powerful voices

today of the media which try to shape the opinion and mind of
people. There are the subtle but very real voices of power, .

riches, and prestige which become driving forces in peoples' lives.

Yet, tonight, we come here to St. Mark's Church in Belt, Montana
to listen to another voice - the voice of God - and to celebrate

how one person has responded to that voice over the past

25 years.

Tonight we listened again to the remarkable story of how a young'
man named Jeremiah heard God's voice. We heard God's challenge to

him to have no fear since God would place His words in the mouth
of the young prophet. We listened again to the words in the
letter to the Hebrews where we are reminded that those who hear

God's voice and respond to the vocation to the priesthood do so
because God has invited them. It is God's initiative and not
our own.
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Finally, tonight we listened to the voice of Jesus speaking to
His disciples the night before He died. He shared with them the
great command of love which is to be at the heart of all our
relationships. He reminded them that ~It wa~ not you wh~~hose
me, but it was I who chose you.11 .'

There is a common basic theme in the Word of God shared with us

this evening - it is the theme of cal~, the theme of invitation,
the theme of a voice of God calling those who dare to listen.

Tonight we come to celebrate with Fr. Joe Marmion who for 25
years has responded to the call which God has shared with him as
a priest. In reality, this call began mJch earlier when God called
young Joseph to be His Son in the Sacrament of Baptism. Years
later, this call would take on the shape and form of priesthood
in the service of God's people.

Twenty-five years ago last Wednesday, Fr. Joe Marmion heard his
name called to step forward in the sanctuary in order to be
ordained a priest to serve the Church of Eastern Montana. We
come together this evening to express our gratitude to Fr. Marmion
for hearing that call and responding with faith and generosity.
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'---' Twenty-five years may not be a significagt amount of time in the history
of the world. But in the life of a person serving as a priest, it is
a story of ministry to and with countless people at significant moments
in their lives. Twenty five years of priesthood is also a celebration of
the gift of life shared with children and adults at Baptism. Twenty-
five years of priesthood is celebrating Eucharist for the people of God
and extendning the forgiveness of Jesus to those in need. Twnety five
years of priesthood is being present to the sick and dying, reaching out
to the young and old, preaching and calling people to,a new conversion.
This is not only a day to celebrate for Fr. Joseph ~rmion; it is a day
to celebrate for all those who have been touched by the ministry he has
shared.

Priesthood today can be a challenging vocation. It can be marked by faith
and doubt, hope and uncertainty, joy and sorrow. But at the heart of
priesthood is the presente of the Lord who sustains those whom He has
called and challenges them to be faithful to ,thegifts He shares.

Happy 25th anniversary, Fr. Marmion. May God continue to ble~s you with
every possible gifts. Thank you for all you have shared these past twenty
five years on behalf of the Church of Eastern Montana. MAy the years
ahead only bring you peace, joy, health and hope.

Thank you for hearing God's voice and responding so generously.
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