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REFLECTIONS 

There are certain questions which haunt the human soul. The 

Gospel tonight shares one of those questions when Jesus turns around and 

asks two young men a basic life question: "What are you looking for?" 

In so many ways, that question has been part of countless peoples' 

lives as they reflect on what life itself means and signifies. It is 

a question that has been part of my life as well. But the Gospel does 

not only ask one question. It dares to respond by posing yet another 

question when the two disciples asked, "Where do you live?" It is then 

that the invitation comes from Jesus, an invitation that would change 

the lives of all those who dare to hear it - "Come and see!" 
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The disciples the risk by responding to the invitation - and 

their lives would never be the same again. They would discover the 

presence of the Lord not only in the encounters they woul_d have with 

Him, but they would also discover the Lord in the ministry He shared -

in the words He spoke, in the lives He touched, in the moments of 

healing and grace, the experience of death and resurrection. 

I am here this evening because the question asked by Jesus 

two thousand years ago has haunted me. In try.ing to respond to that 

question, I have heard the invitation shared by Jesus with those who 

want to follow Him. And in the process, I have been blessed and 

enriched in ways that bogle the human mind. 
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The invitation to "Come and see" is not a private voice heard 

only by an individual. It is rather the voice of a Church, a Christian 

community, which invites us to share the adventure of the Gospel by 

baptism and confirmation, eucharist and reconciliation, anointing of 

the sick, marriage and holy orders. The voice takes on sound in terms 

of flesh and blood as it is spoken by family and friends, young and old, 

men and women. And when one responds, one discovers the presence of 

the Lord. 

This has been my privilege for the last twenty-nine years as I 

have tried to hear what it means to "Come and see." as a pr.iest and 

bishop of the Church. I have discovered where the Lord lives and acts 

in a place called the Church of Chicago through a ministry within 

parishes and other settings where over and over again, I found the 

paradox of the divine economy truly inflation~ry - for in sharing the 

ministry of the Gospel with people, they in turn shared their gifts of 

faith and hope, peace and grace with me. 
.. 

For the past nine years, I have been singularly blessed in a 

ministry to and with the Church of Eastern Montana - an incredible 

segment of God's People stretched out over almost 100,000 square miles whose 
od-' 

faith and commitment to the building up the Body of Christ have been 

a gift which I appreciate even more as I leave it. 
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In God's Providence an~e invitation of our Holy Father, Pope 

John P~ul II, the invitation which Jesus extended 2000 years ago has 

been spoken again. I have been invited to "Come and see" and to 

discover the presence of the Lord in this Emerald City of Seattle, and 

in the Church of Western Washington. And my response to that 

invitation is one of deep gratitude and hope. 

It is a long journey from the shores of Lake Michigan to the 

Pacific shores of the Northwest. But it is the same voice that calls, 

"Come and see." I do so now with the conviction that we are involved 

in an enterprise which touches peoples' lives, challenges peoples' 

souls, and stirs ·the emotions of the human heart in incredible ways. 

For we are asked as Timothy was centuries ago to "stir into flame the 

gift of God." We are asked to recognize that the "Spirit God has given us 

is no cowardly sp.irit, but rather one that makes us strong, loving and 

wise." It is that strength, love and wisdom that I pray for this 

evening. 

Yet, as we stir the gift of God into a flame, we work together 

"to preserve the unity ...:nich has the Spirit as its origin and peace as 

its binding force." W.: recognize the need for each person to fulfill 

"roles of service ••• to build up the body of Christ." 
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As one who comes new ~ your midst, I hope to share that 

role of service in building up the Body of Christ with you -

- with the laymen and laywomen of this local Church whose gifts, 

and ministries are so much needed today; 

with the deacons, their wives and families, whose service and ministry 

bring the Gospel to others in new and significant ways; 

- with the religious women and men whose charisms in response to the 

Gospel must continue to challenge all of us; 

- with the priests of this local Church whose fraternity, spirit of 

welcome, trus·t and faith have been gifts already shared with me in 

powerful ways1y·~{ ~·"- J l,-.r'tc_ -fo~,,1 ttJ-· ~-t.-~~-;_-7 -.., 1~ .. ~.1 ~ e_,,~~ ' ~ 
- with the ecumenical community with whom we share a vision of hope and 

faith that en
1

ables us to say with St. Paul, "There is one Lord, one 

faith, one b~ptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all, and works 

through all a:nd is in all." 

- with the professional staff o~~ in schools, in~titutions, 

health care centers and the ~(ih - religious; deacons, 

priests and laity - who give a unique vitality to this local Church. 

, And finally, I hope to share the role of service in building up 

the Body of Christ with Archbishop Raymond Hunthausen, a man whom I ~ 

respect. and appreciate for his commitment to the Gospel and the Church. 

Why did I respond to the invitation to "Come and see" here in Western 

Washington? There are many reasons, but a primary one would be the 

ability to work, pray, laugh, dream, and even cry at times with .Q.!:!£ 

Archbishop, Raymond Hunthausen. 
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Yet, to "come and see" is more than words. It is an invitation 

that takes flesh and blood within human life. For myself, I have been 

blessed with the gift of other human beings who have helped to create and 

shape the person who stands before you. 

I was blessed with parents who shared the richness of a faith with 

me, as well as the gifts of life and love. May God give my mother and : 

father His peace and presence. 

I am blessed with a brother and sister, whom I believe are not 

only relatives, but friends. To Bart and Eileen, as well as to Carolyn 

and Dennis who are still adjusting to what it means to marry into the 

Murphy family, thank you for your support, love and encouragement. 

To my nieces and nephews, thank you for being such an important part 

· · :of my life and that includes each of you in different and powerful 

ways. Thank you Bart, Maureen, Colleen, Kathy and_ Brian - Denise, Tom, 
·~; ... 

Patty and Julie - and to Lily, Tom, and Dan who are here tonight for' · 

inc~easing the Murphy trib~. J 

To the people of God of the Church of Chicago - it~ laity~ re~igious, 
-~( I . J : 

deacons and priests - thank yo.~ for what you have shared with -~e.: To 

the Church of Eastern. Montana and especially to those who have co~e here 

this evening, thank you for all that you have meant to me these past ni~e 

years. In a special way to Bishop Eldon Schuster and Bishop Elden Curtiss, 

thank you for the privilege of sharing ministry with you in Montana. 

To all these people, and countless more, thank you. 

"What are you looking :~"Where do you live.?" "Come and see. 11 

I am happy I have come, and I knOwAJ:. will see ~ Lor~in the privilege 

we share of ministry in the Church today. ~ 

. . : - ~: ... 


