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"There are in the end three things that last: faith, hope and
:love, and the greatest of these is love." I Cor. 13:13

"Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them. It
is to just such as these that the KingdomfiY)P. God belongs."Mk. 10:14b

The world in which we live contains a million and one stories.
Ther-ecarethe great stories of bravery and heroism; the stories of
new discoveries in science, technology and medicine; th~ stories of
gifted and talented human beings sharing their gifts by their
contributions to art, literature and music. We read and hear of
these stories in the media with the by-line for the story.telli*g
us these incredible human achievements took place in New York,
Los Angeles, London, or Tokyo;
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We become accustomed to thinking that it is always in the large
population capitals of the world where the great stories in human
life take place. How wrong we are if that is our perception.
For tonight, here in a small city located at the edge of the
Montana plains, we come to celebrate a story of love and adventure,
of faith and commitment that has been shared with hundreds and
thousands of people for seventy-five years.

St. Paul reflects with us this evening on the gift of love - the
one lasting reality that endures to the end. Skyscrapers
will be built; our space program will bring us to the edge of the
universe; medical technicians will probe deeper into' the-gift
of human life. But all these achievements are nothing compared
to the gift of love, a love where we do not count the cost,
a love that knows no limits, a love that is more than a word
but rather the complete giving of self to others.

We listen again to the story of Jesus as he teaches the people.
The children who accompanied their parents were probably getting
antsy, which tells us children have remained the same down through the
centuries. The parents wanted Jesus to bless their children,
and the disciples of Jesus thought it best that children be seen,
and not heard or brought forward. H6w.wrong they were. Jesus
sees what is happening and asks tha~ the l~ttle children come
forward, for to such as these belongs the Kingdom of God.


