
A Letter to Young People

April 1987!
 
Dear Friends, !
Since coming to serve as Bishop of the Diocese of Great Falls-Billings almost nine years 
ago, one of the best experiences I have had has been the opportunity to meet and to 
know countless young people in the Church of Eastern Montana. Those first students I 
met in Catholic schools or religious education programs are now young adults. It is 
surprising at times to meet a young couple holding two small children and the parents 
remind me that I had confirmed them. !
One of the lasting impressions I hold and which I continue to have is the goodness, gifts 
and talents of young people in society and the Church today. Over and over again, l try 
to tell young people that they are not the future of the Church; rather, they are the 
Church now! !

We All Share A Vocation!
As you know, l have tried to encourage young people to consider a vocation to 
priesthood and/or religious life to serve the Church of Eastern Montana. I continue to do 
so because I believe these vocations can be fulfilling and rewarding experiences for the 
individual and the community. But there is also the need to remind all young people of 
their vocation as baptized and confirmed members of the Church today. !
When Vatican II called people to a "full, active, and conscious participation" in the liturgy 
of the Church, this was also a call for every person to ministry within the Christian 
community according to one's role and responsibility. Within our parishes and diocese 
today, there is a need for you to share your gifts of ministry with others.!

Ministry Calls For Growth!
Ministry is more than just doing things, more than just performing tasks and functions. 
Ministry is rather a lifestyle of service shared with others because of a relationship to the 
Lord. Lay ministry today is taking on a variety of forms of service within the Church and 
the world that is desperately needed. The willingness to grow in an understanding of our 
faith and a desire to grow in the life which the Lord offers are essential prerequisites for 
ministry. 
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Being a member of the Church today does not allow any of us to be silent spectators. 
What ministry will you share with others? What forms of service will you offer to the 
Christian community? The possibilities are endless, but they presume a spirit of faith and 
generosity. I know that such faith and generosity are present among young people today 
in Eastern Montana. I know that as a Church we will be enriched and blessed when 
young people share their gifts of lay ministry with us. I pray you will do so. !
Your Friend in Christ,  !
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The Most Reverend Thomas J. Murphy 
Bishop of Great Falls-Billings, MT 


