
A Letter to Young People

May 1986!
 
Dear Mark, Mary, Curt, Julie, Mike, Mau, Jim and countless others: !
Again I address a letter to individuals in Eastern Montana by name but they represent 
but a few of so many young people to whom I would like to speak. You are young people 
in high school and college whom I have met over the years. Being here in Eastern 
Montana for almost eight years has given me the chance to know you and to watch you 
grow and mature. !

You are good people!
You have heard me tell you this before, but let me repeat it again - you are good people, 
endowed with gifts and talents that can make a difference in the world in which we live 
today. My constant challenge to you has been and continues to be to ask you to look for 
ways in which you might share your gifts with the community and the Church. !

Needs in society today!
There are so many needs in society today - needs for people in the medical profession to 
have a respect for life from the moment of conception to the moment of death; needs for 
people in the legal profession to use the law and the freedom we enjoy on behalf of the 
poor and helpless; needs for people in agriculture to preserve the value of rural life and 
to exercise stewardship for our land; needs for men and women in business to bring !he 
Christian perspective to the marketplace; needs for teachers who will share their wisdom 
with the young and who will excite the minds of their students in the thirst for knowledge. 
These are but some of the needs for which the world yearns today. !

Needs in the church today!
There are also so many needs within the Church - the need for young people to consider 
lay ministry as a profession and a vocation as youth ministers, directors of religious 
education, adult education coordinators. There is the need for young people to hear the 
invitation the Lord offers for religious life and/or priesthood. There is the need for all 
young people to invest themselves in the life of the Church in different ways and to 
different degrees. !

Have a good summer!
As you come to the end of a school year, I readily admit it's not the best time to think of 
how you might respond to the above needs and countless others. But the summer 
months might give you the chance to reflect without the pressure of class, or tests or 
reports that are due. Take some time this summer to consider your own gifts and talents. 
Take some time to look at the needs of the community and the Church today. Take 
advantage of the gifts which Christ offers in the Eucharist to nourish you and to 
strengthen you as you try to discern the direction your life should take. 
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I hope you will have a great summer! May it be filled with hope and discovery as you 
learn to appreciate your gifts and to use them to meet the needs of the community and 
the Church today. !
Your Friend in Christ, !

!!!!!
The Most Reverend Thomas J. Murphy 
Bishop of Great Falls-Billings, MT!


