
A Letter to Young People

June 1987!
 
Dear Friend, !
Over the years I have served as Bishop of the Church of Eastern Montana, I have met 
several thousand young people. These meetings were primarily in the context of 
celebrating the Sacrament of Confirmation. But I also had the opportunity to meet many 
of you on a one-to-one basis in classes, social situations, and parish gatherings. !
As I prepare to leave Eastern Montana for service in the Archdiocese of Seattle, I take 
with me an awareness of the goodness and giftedness of young people in our Diocese of 
Great Falls-Billings. I have come to know and appreciate that goodness as a result of 
what you have shared with me. !
Young people in Eastern Montana have a special gift. That gift is expressed in so many 
different ways. It is a gift of honesty and integrity, a gift of openness and sincerity. !
Being a young person in today's society can be very challenging. You are caught in the 
parentheses between adolescence and adulthood. But in so many ways, you handle this 
tension well. !
I have told you often that you are good people. I believe that with all my heart. I believe 
also that you have so much to share with the world in which we live. I pray that you may 
use your gifts to make this world a better place. !
As you look at different options of what you might choose to do in the years ahead, may I 
ask you again to consider a vocation to ministry within the Church? That ministry could 
take place in your life as a layperson, as a religious or as a priest. It is an option well 
worth considering. !
May God bless you now and in the years ahead. Be assured of my prayers for you and 
please remember me in yours. !
Your Friend in Christ, !
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The Most Reverend Thomas J. Murphy 
Bishop of Great Falls-Billings, MT 


