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Dear Friends, !
As young people today, it is so obvious that one of the most important dimensions of 
your lives is your relationship to other people. Good friends play such a significant part in 
your lives in regard to who you are, what you do, and what you think. !
Friendship does not just happen. It takes time! Friends must invest themselves in each 
other. Real friendship doesn’t make sense if only one person gives, and the other 
refuses to respond. Another characteristic of true friendship is the way in which it 
deepens as time passes.!
I don’t know how often you think about it, but we all share a very special friend in 
common. His name is Jesus. If anything characterizes this friendship from Jesus’ point of 
view, it is the love that He has shown for us. It’s a very special love, because it is 
unconditional, no strings attached. !
His love is so evident in what He said, what He did. But it is especially obvious by the 
fact that He died for us. Jesus gave up His life for you and me, then He rose from the 
dead. He triumphed over death and sin so that we might live forever. !
How do we get to know more about Jesus? We have the great resource of reflecting on 
His life as it was written by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. In reading any of these 
Gospels, we meet an incredible person who reached out to people, who was sensitive to 
their hopes and dreams, their pains and hurts. And in every instance, Jesus responded 
to people where they were at, and He challenged them to be more of what they might be. !
Jesus is still present with us and among us today. He is present in the Eucharist where 
we can meet Him person to person. He is present in the Blessed Sacrament or Real 
Presence which is what we call this special way in which we can be in contact with the 
Lord. He is present in the Word of God where we can hear God speaking to us. He is 
present in the Church as a community of believers and disciples who dare to follow 
Jesus.!
If we dare to become friends with Jesus, our lives change. We listen to the challenge He 
offers us to be people who love one another, who try to make justice and peace a reality, 
who recognize that the challenge of the Gospel needs to come alive. 
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There’s a great religious song some of you might have heard, “What a friend we have in 
Jesus.” We really do. All of us are always looking for good friends. Don’t pass up the 
opportunity to be a friend to Jesus. He has shown His friendship for you and me. I guess 
the question for all of us is whether we have the courage to be a friend of Jesus. It is a 
friendship well worth developing.!
Your Friend in Christ,!

!
!
!

The Most Reverend Thomas J. Murphy 
Bishop of Great Falls-Billings, MT 


