
A Christmas Message

December 1982!
 
My Dear Friends, !
I rejoice as I celebrate this fifth Christmas with you, the People of God in the Church of 
Eastern Montana. I rejoice because of the message which Christmas offers us each 
year. It is a message which speaks to the yearnings, fears, insecurities and hope which 
are deep within us as human beings. !
Christmas tells us that there is a God who knows us as we are - not as we pretend to be. 
This God of ours loves us to the point of sharing our humanity, to the point of sacrificing 
the human life which was assumed out of love for us. The image of Almighty God which 
Christmas offers is not a God of wrath or anger, but rather a God of love offered to us 
specifically as sinners. !
Our response of trying to live a good life is not demanded by any code established by 
God. Instead, it is the expectation by men and women who know that love offered by 
another requires an appropriate response from the one who is loved. In our human 
experience, such indiscriminate love does not make sense - but love does such things.!
We can believe in this loving God only because he has revealed himself in this way. We 
accept it on faith, not on reason. Yet, many are unable to accept this revelation in faith, 
but still there is the yearning in the human heart to believe. Christmas gives meaning and 
dignity to lives which often seem drab and disappointing. It gives love and promise to 
lives which are often lonely and hurt. But, most of all, Christmas offers hope to all of us 
who live with the insecurity of life itself. !
Christmas is the great gift of the Father to the human race. Christmas is a time of gift 
giving and receiving. To each and every one of you, I pray you will receive the gift of joy 
and hope. To families, I wish the gift of love. To communities, our nation and the world, I 
wish the gift of peace. To our land, I wish the gift of bounty. To the elderly among us, I 
wish you would continue to share your dreams. To the young, I wish you would take hold 
of dreams and make them a reality. To all, I wish God's love, peace, and joy. !
Thank you for all that you have shared with me. As I celebrate Mass this Christmas. my 
prayers are for you and yours. Please remember me in your prayers. !
Your Brother in Christ, !
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The Most Reverend Thomas J. Murphy 
Bishop of Great Falls-Billings, MT


