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My Dear Friends, !
"The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.” These powerful words from 
St. John's Gospel describe the celebration which takes place each year at Christmas. As 
disciples of Jesus, we listen again to the Christmas songs, the Gospel story and the 
countless messages which help us recall the birth of Jesus. !
Christmas happened once. Yet, the impact of that event remains with us today because 
God still dwells among us. His Word is still being heard and spoken. The Lord remains 
with us through His Sacraments and through the Church. What began centuries ago 
continues on to this day and place. And when we ask "Why?," there is only one 
response: “Love does such things.”!
Christmas challenges us to love by daring us to take the risk to speak God's Word today, 
to live that Word to the fullest, to become more aware of what that Word challenges us to 
do and to be. We know full well the human circumstances which prevent us from hearing 
and speaking God's Word, whether they be the drought and unemployment we have 
experienced, or the busyness of own concerns. We become more conscious each day of 
the voices in the world which try to drown out the Word of God. !
Yet, no matter how many voices or circumstances want to stifle the Word, we must make 
it incarnate among us again as members of the Church and followers of Jesus. God's 
Word must be spoken and lived today by who we are, by what we do and say. And what 
prompts us to speak and live that Word is love for a God who comes among us. !
May God's Word find a dwelling place in you this Christmas. May our love for the Lord 
become stronger each day by daring to hear and speak God's Word. Have a very 
blessed Christmas and a New Year filled with joy, peace and hope.!
Sincerely yours in Christ,!
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