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ASSEMBLY II - Op8~ Session and PLanning

Though it has been almost nine years since I since I
served as Rector-President of St. Mary of the Lake Seminary,
now known as Mundelein Seminary, I still look back on those
days as among the most exciting and challenging time of
my life. When I was in seminary work, I appreciated and
understood the importance of the mihistry shared by seminary
faculty and staff. However, that ministry is even mor~
important to me now as a Diocesan Bishop who needs your help
and assistance in preparing candidates to serve as ordained
ministers in the Church of today and tomorrow.

~

As Bishop, I have continued to maintain a keen interest
in the ministry and mission of seminary education and
formation. I have served on the Bishops' Committee for
Priestly Formation for almost nine years. I am deeply
grateful for the ongoing contact I have been able to maintian
with many of you and I would like t@ express my own deep
gratitude and appreciation to yourselves and to seminary
faculties for the extraordinary gifts you share with the
Church today.

While serving as Chairman of the Bishops' Committee for
Priestly Formation, I was one of the persons responsible for
recommending a gathering of Ordinaries, Diocesand Religious,
with President-rectors of Theologates in our country. The
reason for offering this suggestion was the strong belief that
there was a need for Ordinaries and Rectors to come together
to reflect on common concerns, challenges, and expectations
of seminary formation and education today. That gathering which
became known as ASSEMBLY I took place at Mundelein, Illinois
in 1983. The theme of that AssemDly was a reflection on the
quality of candidate, the quality of' program, and the resources
needed to fulfill what is asked of seminaries today.

Q

Despite what many will remember as what might be described
as "very warm weather," and despite different expectations and
presumptions of participants, Assembly I ~ave Ordinaries and
Rectors the opportunity to come together, .to initiate discussion,
to listen and to learn.

"- In the course of the Assembly, certain key issues surfaced
which became the agenda for a Steering Committee established
to address these issues and to offer insights, recommendations,
and even implementation regarding them. Throughout the
planning for Assembly I as well as in the work of the Steering
C ()enrni t tee, the r'e was I'e p t'e s e n tal i (Jn and i n vol v e en e n t 0 f the
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sponsoring agencies - the Bishops' Committee on Priestly
Formation, the Formation Committee of the Conference of
Major Superiors of Men, and the NCEA Executive Committee
of the Seminary Department.

The Steering Committee worked on the issues that were raised
at Assembly I and issued a report on what it accomplished
last year. The Steering Committee realized full well that
it was able to do only so much. The final report recognizes
the limitations which the Steering Committee experienced,
but the report also shared a summary on some significant
developments that have taken place in seminary formation and
educationover the past few years.

Assembly II

" ""

As the Steering Committee complted its work, it realized
that the question should be raised whether a second Assembly
should be convened.' After consultation with the respective
constituencies of the Bishops' Committee on Priestly Formation,
the Formation Committee of the CMSM, and the NCEA Executive
Committee for the Seminary Department, it was recommended that
a second Assembly could be a worthwhile experience for
Ordinaries and Rectors. Each of the constituent groups was
asked to name three persons to a Planning Committee for
Assembly II. I was asked by Archbishop Roach to serve as
the representative from the Bishops' Committee on Priestly
Formation. When the group convened for the firsL time, I
was asked to serve as Chairman of the planning Committee.

Over the past year and a half, the Planning Committee has
met regularly to organize what is now known as Assembly II.
Let me state at this time that so much of the work and
effort that has gone into Assembly II is the result of' the
superb help and assistance of Rev. Robert Sherry as well as
Fr. Charles Kavanagh.

The agenda for Assembly II has been established. This agenda
is the result of consultation with the Ordinaries and Rectors
of the country. T~is consultation took place over a period of
months and involved three opportunities for invited participants
to identify the common issues of concern. In light of the
stated preference of the majority of respondents, the issues
to be addressed include: '

~

1. The Church: Mission and Ministry and its implications for
Preparation for Priesthood.

2. Assumptions and Issues of the Theology of Priesthood
3. Seminary, a Critical Time and Environment for the Development

of Future Priests: Presumptions viza vizReallty.
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A speaker will address each of these topics for approximately
one half hour. There will then be one or two responses
formally presented which hopefully will enlarge and expand
on the issue itself. There will be time for group discussion
and questions from the participants.

On one evening of Assembly II, a panel of'people who have
done research on seminary formation and education over the
past few years will share their insights with the group/

During the final sessions of Assembly II, there will
be time given to Open Discussion as well as an attempt to develop
consensus statements regarding seminary formation and
education today. Your recommendations regarding a follvw-up
to Assembly II will also be requested.

In preparation for Assembly II, a Data Book on pertinent
information regarding seminaries is being prepared. Hopefully,
this Data Book will be a collection of important information
in one place on the mission and ministry of seminaries
today.

~-
We had hoped that a brief video presentation could be pre-
pared that could be shown to your faculty and Boards of
Trustees. This video would have been a summary of key
elements in the Program of Priestly Formation, the main
points in the Interim Report from the Congregation for
Education issued by Cardinal Saum, and the main issues that
were raised in the consultation process with the Rectors
and Ordinaries in preparation for Assembly II. We regret
that this video presentation did not become a reality.

The purpose of the video presentation was to seek out the
thought and opinion of faculty members and Soard members
regarding the important issues in seminary education and
formation today. I am sure that you are aware of the key
points that we hoped we could summarize in the video presentation,
and we would ask you to seek some way of consulting with
your faculties and Boards regarding their reflections. In
that way, you will be able to come to the Assembly in Se~on
Hall with the input of those commit~ed to and concerned about
seminary formation and education today.

'"
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As President-Rectors of Theologates, you are one of the
two major groups invited to attend Assembly II. This
particular session of the NCEA Convention is meant to
be a working session that seeks your thought and recommendations
on how Assembly II can be a positive experience for those
who will be present.

Assembly II is your gathering along with being a gathering
of Diocesan and~igious Ordinaries. I kniw from my
experience in Montana that the farmer or rancher cannot
just plant the seed and hope thatagood crop will result.
The earth yields its richness when there is the gift of
moisture and good weather. So too, with Assembly II.
May your wisdom and insights help Assembly II pe an
experience of grace and wisdom for everyone involved in
the important ministry of seminary education and formation.

I would welcome your comments, suggestions and recommendations.

......-


