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THRESHOLD OF TOMORROW 

.. 
It is so good to be here today with you, the young people of 

the Church of Western Washington. Being with any group of 

young people today creates an excitement which is contagious 

because of the energy, strength and vitality which is yours. 

But what is especially powerful is the theme which brings 

you here for these days together to listen, to talk, to ask 

questions, to hear the challenge which the Gospel offers to 

each and every one of you. At this moment in your life, you 

are standing at the threshold of tomorrow. A threshold is 

that space in all our lives where we recognize the choices 

which are ours to move on to what is before us, to take the 

steps which will determine our future. 

As you stand at the threshold of tomorrow, what steps will 

you take? What choices will be yours? The worst possible 
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choice is to stand and to do nothing. If that is our 

choice, then we will never grow, we will never take the risk 

which the Gospel and life offers to us - and we watch others 

pass us by and discover the adventure and the challenge of 

the future. 

To stand at the threshold of tomorrow is really a challenge 

to be a person who dares to dream ,who dares to see that our 

lives and our world can be and must be different than they 

are now. For the past few days, we have seen on television 

and on the front pages of our newspapers the thousands of 

young people from East Germany who crossed the threshold of 

tomorrow by overcoming a wall which confined their dreams, 

their hopes, their very lives. They are crossing that 

threshold at this very moment and they are discovering 

freedom, peace and hope in a new way. These young people 

from East Germany had kept a dream alive and now that dream 

has become a reality. 

As you stand on the threshold of tomorrow, do you dare to be 

the dreamer? John F. Kennedy thought that Americans could 

put men on the moon before 1970, and it did. A group of 

young men working in their garage dreamed of building a 

computer so small and inexpensive that everyone could own 

one. They called it the Apple. Jaime Escalante thought he 
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could teach young men and women from the barrio how to do 

calculus and his story told in the film, "Stand and 

Deliver," became a national inspiration. 

As you stand on the threshold of tomorrow, you need to think 

about and believe in your dreams. 

But there are three things which keep people from holding on 

to dreams and making them a reality. First, there is thg 

fear of failure. When you stand on the threshold of 

tomorrow and try to do something out of the ordinary, there 

is always the chance of falling short1~ It is so much 

easier to play it safe. But even if your dream isn't 

complete, when you pursue a special dream, you move far 

beyond those who settle for whatever is easy to come by. 

Second is a tendency to focus on problems instead of 

so 1 u t ions. Anybody can see how hardr it might be to 

accomplish an important project. The difficulties are real, 

and even the dreamer must recognize them. The 

practical-minded person feels finished after identifying the 

problem, t:lhile the dreamer goes further, asking, "How can 

this problem be solved?" One stops at the threshold of 

tomorrow; the other goes on. 
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Third is the belief that life's big dreams belong to someone 

else. Lots of young people seem to think that a breed of 

special young women and men have somehow received magical 

powers for achievement. Practical minded young people think 

that somebody else will have the adventures and do the great 

things. Dreamers don't necessarily know how much they can 

accomplish in their lives, but they want to find out. 

As young people standing at the thresh9old of tomorrow, we -
need you to be dreamers not of what is, but of what can bed 

Our church and our society need a lot of dreamers these 

days. We need a thousand teens with dreams of curing AIDS. 

We need dreamers who want to find new ways to teach retarded 

children. We are looking for some young people inspi~ed to 

help our cities' poor find dreams of their own so they have 

choices other than crime and crack. 

We have openings for young people who dream of being mayors 

and bankers and newspaper reporters. We need young people 

to share their lives as priests and religious, as lay 

ministers to serve the Church. We need people who will make 

a difference. 
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Today, you stand at the threshold of tomorrow. May you have 

the courage to be a dreamer who will cross that threshold 

and make a difference. It's a decision which only you can 

make. But it's a decision which can change your life! 


