
Reflections
by the!

Most Reverend Thomas J. Murphy

The Harvest

We live in a very verbal society today. We are asked to be a verbal people. Words are the main 
means of communication we share with other human beings. Yet, at times, words can be spoken 
so quickly that we fail to recognize their power. Media today makes words even more powerful, 
whether in print, or on radio, or to accompany the graphic visuals of television. We are a word 
conscious world. Yet, I wonder if in our passion to speak, to write, to use the right words that, at 
times, we don't take time to listen. !

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD!
I ask myself this question, especially when it comes to hearing the Word of God. We turn on 
television and radio, especially on Sunday mornings, and the Word of God literally comes 
blaring out at us. It is so easy for some to quote words from Scripture to meet any need, to 
respond to any crisis, to answer any question. But these examples force me at least to ask if I 
am really listening to God's Word, and not only those chapters or verses which I find consoling 
or responsive to my own needs. Am I listening to the totality of God's Word?!

THE WORD IS JESUS!
I have always been struck by the beginning of the Gospel according to John. John uses the 
image of God the Father speaking the Word. That Word was Jesus who took on human flesh. As 
a poet once said, "The Father spoke one Word. That Word was Jesus. No more need be said.” 
The challenge to hear God's Word today is really a challenge to relate to the Lord.!
And so, when I ask myself if I'm really listening to God's Word, I must ask that question in the 
context of my relationship to the Lord. Fidelity to God's Word is a fidelity to the Lord, not on my 
terms but on His.!

THE CHALLENGE OF GOD'S WORD!
In travelling through the Diocese, so often people will ask to whom or to what should they listen 
if they want to be disciples of the Lord. Somehow or other, the word is out that what really 
counts is doing one's own thing, following one's own conscience without relating our conscience 
to outside help and assistance. But if we take time to listen, we might hear the awesome 
challenge of God's Word which is Jesus. And what is the message of Jesus? It is basically a call 
to life, but it recognizes the need to walk with Him, not only to the Mount of the Beatitudes or the 
Mountain of the Transfiguration, but also to the hill of Calvary. Hearing God’s Word today in its 
entirety is to recognize the presence of the cross, the ability to see beyond the suffering or the 
sorrow we might share and to put our lives in the context of the Resurrection. 

February 1987

Am I Listening?

Continued on next page



Am I Listening?

GOD'S WORD IN THE CHURCH!
As Catholics, we are asked to hear God's Word being proclaimed in the Church today. This may 
be difficult at times, especially perhaps at the present time when tensions are so obvious in the 
living out of making God's Kingdom present among us. But the challenge is there and we must 
ask ourselves, "Am I listening?" In so many areas of life, the Church offers its laws, guidelines, 
and expectations not as ends in themselves, but as means to help us to be disciples of Jesus. It 
would be so easy to dismiss all or part of what the Church shares with us. But I have to ask 
myself, "Am I listening?"!

AM I LISTENING?!
When we take time to listen, the Word of God can break into our lives. Our hearing will never be 
the same again. I know that this Lent will be a time when I must ask myself over and over again, 
"Am I listening?" I think it's a question we could all well ask ourselves.


