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The Harvest

There seems to be a unique uneasiness among people today. It comes from an uncertainty that 
pervades much of what is happening in the world today, as well as in the individual lives of 
people themselves. The economy has not improved to any significant degree. The legislative 
session has had to face difficult challenges, especially in the realistic areas of budget and 
finance. Foreclosures, business closings and bankruptcies continue and unemployment has not 
abated. !
The specter of war hangs silently, but with an ever-increasing deafening sound, over the world 
today. The overuse of drugs and alcohol continues to escalate. Divorce, abortion, spouse and 
child abuse, and prejudice seem to be realities we take for granted. !

QUESTIONS IN THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY!
Within the Christian community, scandal has tainted the financial appeals made to people to 
promote and spread the Gospel. In our own faith community, division exists as people strive to 
understand and to meet the challenges of Vatican II and the Church today. There is the good 
news of ever increasing lay involvement in the ministry of the Church, but the bad news of a 
declining number of priests and religious to serve the Church. Large and small parish 
communities wonder whether they will have a priest to serve them and the opportunity to 
celebrate the Eucharist. Within people's personal lives, there are new questions which demand 
a response. Fidelity to the Lord and the Church calls for a radical lifestyle as we apply Gospel 
principles to the economy, war and peace, business ethics, medical ethics, and family life today. 
People wonder whether they want to take the risk involved in being a disciple of Jesus. !

EASTER MAKES IT THE BEST OF TIMES!
All the above realities, and countless others, could well prompt us to ask whether this is the best 
of times or the worst of times. Yet, what we celebrate as a Christian community at Easter gives 
us an answer to that question. Easter proclaims and announces to people everywhere that, 
despite the fear, anxiety, and uncertainty that touches so much of human life, this is the best of 
times. Easter faith asks us to recognize the victory which Jesus won over sin and death. As 
disciples of Jesus, we share in that triumph. Our mission and ministry as individuals and as a 
faith community are to bring Easter life to all people and realities in the world today. Easter gives 
people the invaluable gift of hope which sustains them in the face of evil, sin and death. !

EASTER ASKS US TO TAKE THE RISK TO BELIEVE!
It is the best of times always when people dare to take the risk of believing, of hoping, of loving 
as the Lord challenges us to do so. Easter faith tells us that the Lord will triumph and we share 
in His victory. So many questions and issues haunt people today and induce a climate of fear 
and uncertainty. But an empty tomb and the words of Jesus - "Do not be afraid" - change that 
climate and transform the world. It is Easter! Christ is risen! Alleluia! It is the best of times! 
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