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One of the responsibilities of a Bishop in a diocese is to visit parish communities on a regular 
basis to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation with the youth of the parish, as well as those 
adults who have not received this Sacrament in the past. For me, such celebrations have been 
and continue to be exciting experiences. !

THE OLDER CANDIDATE!
I am extremely happy that several years ago we developed the practice throughout the Diocese 
of sharing this Sacrament with Juniors and Seniors in High School. This practice was already in 
place in many parishes and proved to be most successful. Theologically, there are various 
opinions when Confirmation should take place ranging from the time of Baptism to the age of 
seven to even later in life.!
The present practice of celebrating Confirmation with young adults of sixteen, seventeen and 
eighteen years of age puts the Church in contact with young people at a critical time in their 
lives. A program of preparation for Confirmation offers young people the opportunity to review 
their faith, to offer service to others, and to make a public commitment to the Roman Catholic 
faith community.!

QUALITY PROGRAMS OF PREPARATION!
It is most gratifying to see the quality of full one-year and two-year programs of direct 
preparation which many parishes have initiated for Confirmation candidates. Unfortunately, at 
times, some people think that a few weeks of preparation or a shortened program of preparation 
for Confirmation may be adequate. Others think there is no need for an evident commitment to 
the Church community by past regular attendance at Sunday liturgy and the intention to 
continue to do so. In reality, to accept such attitudes is to deprive the young people of the time 
needed to reflect with peers on the vocational commitment which Confirmation challenges 
young people to consider with the help and assistance of adult leaders who share their faith and 
witness. !

CONFIRMATION – A BEGINNING!
Young people in Eastern Montana are good persons. I am reminded of that each time I 
celebrate Confirmation with them. However, as young people, they are still searching for 
meaning and purpose in their lives. This is where the adult community in our parishes must be 
willing to invest themselves by offering our young people the gift of their example and 
encouragement. !
Confirmation is not the end of the formation and education process in the development of the 
adult Christian. It is a graced experience that calls for ongoing growth and development. In 
many ways, it is a new beginning which ratifies the life of grace initiated at Baptism.
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YOUNG PEOPLE – A RICH RESOURCE!
Montana is called “The Treasure State” because of its rich abundance of natural resources. One 
of the resources Montana possesses is the quality of its youth, young people who can become 
excited about the faith and the importance of religious values, young people who still dare to 
dream and will work to make their dreams a reality, young people who look to us as adults for 
example and encouragement, not so much in what we say, but in who we are and what we do.!
Celebrating Confirmation in our parish communities is a joy and a privilege. It makes me most 
aware of the strength and potential the Church in Eastern Montana has for the future because of 
our young people today. May we help to make that strength and potential a reality. 


