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The Harvest

When I returned to Chicago at the end of November for my brother's wedding, I stopped at my 
sister's home to visit briefly with her and her family. In all such visits, I always learn something 
new. I could not help but notice a sheet of paper on the refrigerator posted there by my youngest 
niece with a very clear listing of not only what she wanted for her birthday, but also for 
Christmas. Some items had one or more asterisks which reflected a certain priority. I really 
enjoyed the candor and honesty expressed in such a listing, and as I thought about the coming 
Christmas holidays, I began to think what my listing would be as I share my responsibility of 
being Bishop for the Church of Eastern Montana.!

SPIRITUALITY!
At the top of my Christmas wish list would be the hope that each one of us would grow in a 
deeper spirituality in our relationship to the Lord and one another. Such spirituality is rooted in 
the faith and worship we share which must be marked by unity. Our spirituality is rooted in the 
Eucharist, the sacraments and prayer of the Church. Our spirituality must, moreover, go beyond 
the individual relationship each person has to God, but must include a commitment to social 
justice, to peace, to the care and concern for others expressed in concrete action. !

EVANGELIZATION!
Another priority Christmas wish would be to seek ways in which we might appropriate the 
Church's message of evangelization. Evangelization must begin with ourselves, but we do have 
the obligation to share the Gospel message with others; otherwise, we become complacent and 
stagnant. Evangelization occurs when we reflect a vitality in who we are and what we do, 
especially in our parish communities. !

CATHOLIC IDENTITY!
Emphasis on our identity as members of the Roman Catholic Church is also at the top of my 
Christmas wish list. I think it is far too easy today to compromise our identity. Being "Christian" is 
not enough. We are members of a religious faith tradition which we believe best expresses in its 
teaching and tradition the teachings of Jesus Christ and we are guaranteed the presence of the 
Holy Spirit. To preserve our religious identity as Roman Catholics, there is the need to maintain 
and increase the presence of Catholic schools as well as quality religious education programs. 
There is the tremendous need for all of us, especially adults, to grow in a deeper and better 
understanding of what it means to be a member of the Church today. We must be faithful to the 
laws and guidelines of the Church which are shared with us in order to strengthen the Christian 
community and to reflect the unity we share as members of a universal Church. 
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SUPPORT FOR MINISTRY!
One of the Christmas wishes I have that would include a number of asterisks would be for the 
wisdom to discover ways in which help and support might be shared more effectively with the 
priests, deacons, religious and laity who minister in the Church of Eastern Montana. Isolation, 
loneliness, new demands and expectations, financial realities and a host of other factors can 
combine to create low morale and unique stress. I wish we could find more effective ways of 
ministering to our priests to help them in their ministry to us; I wish we might discover means to 
affirm the invaluable ministry of religious women and men in our diocese; I wish we could find 
the best process to develop and awaken the gifts of our laity in their call to ministry which would 
have a strong educational and spiritual formational base.!

YOUTH!
A Christmas wish list would not be complete for me without including young people with whom I 
am in contact a great deal. I wish that young people would be aware of their own goodness and 
grace. I wish that they would recognize even more how much they can contribute to the life of 
the Church here and now. I wish that many of them would consider a vocation to priesthood 
and/or religious life.!

PARISH LIFE!
Since the parish community is where people have the most immediate experience of Church, I 
wish that parish communities will continue to be energizing faith experiences for our people, 
reflected in their celebrations of liturgy, their structures of active pastoral parish and finance 
councils, their education and formation programs for youth and adults, their commitment to 
renewal and evangelization.!

PEACE!
A final Christmas wish is really at the heart of Christmas - and that is the wish for peace and 
justice in our world today at every level - between nations, within communities, among families 
and in ourselves. I don't have my Christmas wish list posted on the refrigerator, as my niece 
does. But I believe that if my wishes are to become a reality, then 1986 will have to be a year 
when, with the help and grace of God, I work to make them such. Dare I ask for a Christmas 
present for each of you to help me? 


