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In the Liturgy this past week, we celebrated the great feast of Mary as the Mother of God and 
also the feast of St. Elizabeth Seton, the first American born saint. As we begin a New Year, it 
might be well to reflect on the contribution which these two people have made to the life of the 
Church which could well influence what women - lay and religious – could offer to the Church 
today. !
Mary played a unique role in salvation history. Chosen to be the person through whom Jesus 
would become incarnate, Mary the model of all Christians - male and female. However, in a 
special way, Mary is a reminder to the world of the dignity of women and the ministry which 
women share with the Christian community. !
St. Elizabeth Seton is a model of dedication and commitment to the educational mission of the 
Church. She lived in an era when she responded to the challenges and needs of the Church. 
The needs and challenges within the Christian community have changed and developed. I 
suspect that if St. Elizabeth Seton lived in today's world, she would be involved wholeheartedly 
in one of the multitude of ministries exercised and lived out by women in the Church today.!
I believe a reflection on Mary and St. Elizabeth Seton is good for the Christian community at the 
beginning of a New Year. In our own Diocese, so much has happened and so much has become 
possible through the contribution of time, energy, and talent which women have shared with the 
Christian community. I have been impressed time and time again by the countless women - 
religious and lay - who contribute their gift of ministry to the Church of Eastern Montana. !
Some people in the Church today have raised questions about expanding the role and 
responsibility of women in areas of Church life and worship which are now closed to them. 
These questions need discussion and dialogue and sensitivity within the parameters of existing 
Church law and guidelines. However, parishes are urged to encourage women to exercise the 
ministries which are open to all lay people today - lectors, Special Ministers of the Eucharist, as 
well as ministries beyond the sanctuary for the benefit of the parish community. !
As a Church and a Christian community, we are richer and more blessed because of the 
contribution made by Mary and St. Elizabeth Seton as well as countless other women in the life 
of the Church these past 2000 years. As the Church of Eastern Montana, we are richer and 
more blessed because of the women - religious and lay - who advance the Kingdom of God 
among us today.
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