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For the past week or more, the news media has been filled with articles, television and radio 
programs as well as commentaries on the decade we have just completed – the seventies. Over 
and over again, the events of the last ten years were once more brought to our attention – from 
Kent State to Watergate to the Bicentennial to Pope John Paul II to the tragic events in 
Cambodia, Iran and Afghanistan. It was definitely a decade of turbulence and upheaval as well 
as a time for new hope and recommitment to our identity as Christians and Americans. !
But now a new year begins as well as a new decade. In many ways such measurement of time 
helps us once again to focus in upon our purpose and goal not only as human beings, but 
especially as disciples of the Lord, people who are willing to walk with the Lord. !
Where will the journey take us during the coming year and decade, not only as individuals, but 
as citizens of our country and members of the Roman Catholic faith community? In many ways 
the answers to that question will become the basis for the history of the coming year and 
decade. However, I believe that as human beings gifted with free will, we must be people who 
shape history and refuse to be passive and to allow history to shape us. In many ways, the 
events of the coming year and decade will depend on our response to the challenge offered to 
each of us as individuals and as members of a faith and political community. !
The challenge to shape history might seem to be too realistic in the face of the realities of 
inflation, Iran, Afghanistan, and a pilgrim Church that is experiencing the strength and leadership 
of Pope John Paul II. But as Roman Catholics and Americans, idealism is part of our identity, a 
characteristic that should be a part of our lifestyle in the world today. !
What example do we have for such a response? I believe the example is found in the very 
liturgical season we are now celebrating – the season of Epiphany, a time when we recall the 
journey of the three Wise Men who went chasing stars to discover the presence of the Lord. The 
true story of the Wise Men is a tale of faith, of adventure, of trust, and especially of a willingness 
to invest in themselves in a journey that took them across continents in order to encounter the 
Lord. In many ways, for years these Wise Men have been heroes of mine because of the 
example they offer – an example which I believe is critical for people in the world today and 
especially for us who share a Christian Catholic faith tradition. !
As citizens of our country, we too are asked to be wise people, people who are willing to invest 
ourselves in the values and traditions we share as a country with a heritage of more than 200 
years of freedom. We are asked to be a part of the political process which characterizes our 
freedom by our involvement in civic affairs in each of our communities, in the government of our 
city, or town or country, in the education of our children by the involvement with the local School 
Board and in the larger political arena of state and national politics and elections. We should 
begin now to encourage our young people to consider the value of public service in our 
communities, our counties, our state and nation. The wise person in our country today 
recognizes the power and influence of each individual by the voice each of us possesses and 
the vote each of us casts. 
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And likewise, the same is true within the Church. We are living at a time when we are asked to 
be the wise people who will contribute to building up the Church in our parishes and diocese 
during the coming year and decade. Such wisdom will prompt us to realize that we go chasing 
stars and journeying in faith for one purpose – to discover the Lord. We do this not in isolation, 
but in union with a Church community under the leadership of Pope John Paul II. The Holy 
Father is beginning to articulate more and more the vision of leadership he has for the Church, a 
Church which calls us to a unity in faith and worship rooted in a tradition which gives us an 
identity as believers in the Lord. And in a special way, we could well encourage our young 
people to go chasing stars by considering a vocation to religious life and priesthood. !
A new year and a new decade – a rare moment in time for each of us. What will the year and the 
decade be like? The answer will be found in the history books of the next century, but the 
answer will be lived by each of us. That answer will take on a whole new shape and meaning if 
we are willing to be involved in the adventure of being a wise person who will go chasing stars in 
order to discover the presence of the Lord. History should not shape us. We should shape 
history – and that challenge calls us to the adventure of not just sitting back, but becoming 
involved in the journey we share.!
Three Wise Men entered the Gospels but for a moment. They came chasing stars and 
discovered the Lord. Let us pray we do the same!
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