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To describe many of the events happening in the world today, the word "crisis" is often used. 
This word describes the situation in different parts of the world as nations and people relate to 
one another. We use the word also to explain the breakdown in relationships between people or 
a very significant time in the life of an individual. Some people even use the word to emphasize 
the present condition of the Church. !
In all these uses of the word “crisis,” there is a negative undercurrent. Yet, the definition of the 
word in a dictionary envisions "crisis" as “a turning point, a stage in a sequence of events at 
which the trend of all future events, especially for better or for worse, is determined." This 
understanding of "crisis" offers a much more positive approach whereby we are challenged to 
grab hold of the present moment, to recognize the issues involved, and to make the present 
moment a turning point. From this perspective, a crisis becomes a graced moment, a time or 
decision. !
1984 will be a year of crisis for the Church of Eastern Montana. It will be a year of decision as 
we respond to the challenge presented to us. The major challenge, of course, is the building up 
of the faith community in our parishes and diocese as we celebrate and profess our Roman 
Catholic faith tradition. In March, the second semester of RENEW begins and we will be asked 
to reflect on our response to the Lord's call. !
1984 will be a year of crisis as parish communities are challenged to work together more closely 
and to share resources, especially in Great Falls and Billings, in response to the 
recommendations of the Task Forces. People will be challenged to use their gifts and talents to 
build up the Body of Christ as we face a dwindling number of priests to serve the Church of 
Eastern Montana. Moreover, people might not have the convenience of Mass schedules to 
which they may have become accustomed, but they will be challenged to sacrifice time and 
travel in order to be present for the celebration of the Eucharist which gives us our identity as a 
Roman Catholic faith community. !
1984 will be the year of crisis as we continue to challenge young men to consider priesthood as 
a vocation to serve the Church of Eastern Montana. The duty of promoting vocations belongs to 
the total community. Vocations do not just happen. They are the result of a good experience of 
Church in a parish setting; they come from the invitation offered by parents, priests, and 
religious; they happen as a result of sacrifice and prayer. !
1984 will be a year of crisis in so many other respects of Church life. But 1984 can be a year of 
grace as we face decisions that will build up the Body of Christ among us. May we have the 
courage and faith to respond to the challenges before us. A year of crisis is not necessarily bad. 
It could be the best experience we have ever had. 
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