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With the beginning of a new year and decade, there are definitely new challenges confronting 
each of us in our personal lives, as well as our lives as members of families, communities, and 
the nation in which we live. There are also challenges which face us as members of the Roman 
Catholic faith community in Eastern Montana. !
The challenge which our faith offers is neither new or startling if we are aware of our tradition 
and heritage. Rather it is the continuous challenge of the excitement of the Gospel message 
which asks us to integrate our faith into our daily lives. Such a challenge must be responsive to 
the times in which we live so that the Gospel speaks to the lived experience of people and 
events of the world today.!
As members of a Church which continues the presence of the Lord, we look to that Church for 
direction and guidance as we respond to the challenges of today. It is critical that as a Christian 
community, we respond in a spirit of unity and understanding. It is contrary to the very notion of 
community to isolate ourselves from the challenges which the universal Church presents to us 
as individuals, as parishes, as a Diocese. !
What are some of the challenges the Church offers to us at the beginning of a new year and a 
new decade? In our own country, this present year calls for a greater awareness of the role of 
the family in our society. Hearings have already begun to prepare for the White House 
Conference on Families. The Bishops of the United States have designated 1980 as the Year of 
the Family, a time to celebrate family values and initiate constructive family-related activities on 
a national, diocesan, and parish level. !
The coming year for us in Eastern Montana could well involve not only the celebration and 
support of family life, but also a time to discern needs and to begin planning at the local and 
diocesan level for a decade of more pastoral care to family life within the Church today. As 
individuals, as parish communities, and as a Diocese, we must look for ways to respond to this 
challenge – to offer support for the ideals of Christian marriage, to continue that support for 
couples during their marriage, to help transmit the values of the Gospel to children and young 
people, and to look for ways in which we might minister to the single person, the widowed, as 
well as those who are separated or divorced. This is a challenge not only of a year or decade, 
but a challenge of a lifetime. !
Another challenge which the Church offers us at the beginning of each year is our relationship to 
others who share a Christian faith tradition. Once again this year from January 11th to January 
25th, we celebrate Church Unity Octave Week, a time to be more aware of the ecumenical 
challenge which the Church presents to us. Once again, ecumenism primarily involves a respect 
and understanding for others who share a Christian faith tradition. Throughout this year, our 
Diocesan newspaper, THE MONTANA CATHOLIC REGISTER, has been featuring on a monthly 
basis an overview of faith traditions of others within our Diocese. Hopefully, this will help us 
achieve the first step in ecumenism, an understanding and appreciation which leads to respect 
for other faith traditions. As the Church offers us this basic challenge of ecumenism, the Church 
also offers guidelines in the practical areas of shared worship and shared Eucharist. To 
anticipate such practices at a parish or diocesan level is to separate ourselves from the unity 
which gives us an identity as Roman Catholics.
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Ecumenism calls for sharing in as many dimensions of our lives as Christians as possible, but it 
demands that we keep the identity which is ours with our own respective traditions, guidelines 
and beliefs. A challenge which will become more pronounced in the coming year and decade will 
be the challenge of ministry on the part of the entire Christian community at a parish and 
diocesan level. This challenge becomes acute and affects each of us by the reality of a decline 
in the number of vocations to the priesthood and religious life. How do we respond to this 
challenge? Of course, we should continue to pray for vocations and to encourage our young 
people to consider the possibility of a vocation to the priesthood and religious life. Yet. whether 
we had thousands of vocations or none, the challenge of a ministerial involvement on the part of 
the entire Christian community would remain. Such ministry involves not only goodwill and the 
gift of time, but it also involves an appreciation and understanding of the Church and theology, 
as well as a continuous ongoing formation in our lives as Christians through the Eucharist and 
prayer. !
In addition to these particular challenges of 1980, there are the perennial challenges that are 
part of the ongoing life of the Christian community. These challenges involve the priority we 
must give to religious education not only for the young, but also for the adult. Especially, we are 
asked as parents and families to share in the preparation of our young people for the reception 
of the sacraments of Eucharist, Penance and Confirmation. Such sharing is rooted in the 
appreciation and understanding we have of the meaning of Baptism and marriage with the 
responsibilities which follow from these celebrations. !
Liturgy and liturgical awareness and growth are but another constant challenge for the Christian 
community, to make our liturgical celebrations speak to the lives of people while being faithful to 
the traditions and guidelines we share in a universal Church. If we offer witness in our liturgy to 
the dynamism of our belief which affects our lives, then liturgy could well help us to respond to 
the challenge of evangelization whereby we invite others to share our faith and worship. !
The challenges of the coming year and decade are many. We could well develop many 
programs to respond to them. However, essential to each of these challenges is the awareness 
of the need for prayer and the help of God. May our response to these challenges for the 
coming year and decade have a rich spiritual basis rooted in prayer and contact with the Lord. 
With such a foundation, they become God’s work and not ours – and they are bound to 
succeed. !

++++++++++!
Permit me to offer my gratitude and thanks to the people of our Diocese who have contributed 
so generously to the appeal for Cambodia and forwarded their contributions through the 
parishes and Diocese to Catholic Relief Services. As of the second week in January, the total 
amount contributed has been $19,952.74.!
This past weekend gave me the opportunity for a visit once again to the Fort Shaw community 
for the celebration of the Eucharist. It was a most enjoyable experience. Next week, a number of 
priests in the Diocese will be coming to Great Falls for a retreat. Please remember them in your 
prayers that it may be a time for spiritual renewal and growth. !
The beginning of this week finds me in Butte for a meeting of the Montana Catholic Conference 
and Health Affairs Committee. People tell me that with my Irish heritage that it is surprising that 
is has taken me almost a year and a half to go to Butte for the first time. I hope to begin visiting 
many of the parish communities once again at the beginning of February because I thought the 
January snows would prevent travel. I look forward to such opportunities in order to be more 
aware of the life and faith of the people of Eastern Montana. Have a good week and may God 
bless you!
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