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We are well into a New Year already, but there is still the haunting question of whatever 
happened to all the time of the last few weeks. For myself, the Saturday, Sunday, Monday 
Christmas weekend was an exhilarating, but somewhat exhausting experience. But looking back 
on the experience, I know I gained a great deal by being able to celebrate the Eucharist over 
Christmas weekend with the people of St. Ann’s Cathedral and St. Luke's in Great Falls, as well 
as the people of Big Sandy, Malta and Roundup with the final celebrations at St. Thomas and St. 
Bernard's in Billings. Bishop Schuster also enjoyed the opportunity to celebrate the Eucharist 
with the people of Lewistown, Belt and St. Ann's in Great Falls as well as the people of Blessed 
Sacrament in Black Eagle.!
Even though Advent was the time of waiting, the real personal encounter with waiting occurred 
over the New Year's weekend with long flight delays as a result of the extreme cold and snow. 
Waiting in airports gives all of us a chance to reflect and to observe ourselves and others. The 
image of a young mother with three small children in a crowded airport will always remain with 
me as an image of patience and love. Despite the inconvenience and the crowds, this young 
mother exhibited a love and care for her children that was truly remarkable.!
A great way to begin the New Year was offered for myself by being able to join the Bishops of 
the Northwest at a Retreat in Spokane. The week concluded with the opportunity to join the 
priests of our own diocese for a retreat at the Ursuline Retreat Center. During these retreats, I 
prayed for the help of God to be a good Bishop of the Diocese. I also prayed for the priests, 
sisters and laity of the Diocese that together we might be more effective witnesses to the Gospel 
as members of the Roman Catholic Church in Eastern Montana.!
The middle of January brings several issues of importance to the faith community of Eastern 
Montana. On January 18th, we begin the annual observance of Church Unity Octave Week. 
This is a time where we become more conscious of the religious traditions we share with people 
of the Protestant and Jewish tradition. Church Unity is a dream of so many Christians and others 
in our world. However, this unity is not achieved by compromise or watering down of religious 
belief and practice. Rather, it is the respect that should be had for the religious traditions and 
practices of different religious groups. This demands study and understanding on the part of 
others toward our own Roman Catholic Identity as well as our understanding of other religious 
traditions. This is a week of prayer for Christian unity and understanding.!
On January 22nd, we observe the sixth anniversary of the Supreme Court's ruling on abortion. 
These past six years have witnessed the concern of many people for the value of the life of the 
unborn. Let us pray together and work together for all society to come to an appreciation of the 
value of the life of the unborn child. But this is also a time to raise our consciousness regarding 
all the dimensions of life which includes the value and sanctity of sexuality and family life, as 
well as a concern for the handicapped, and a compassion, care and love for the elderly.
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As we begin to live this New Year, I know for myself there will be so many new experiences to 
which I look forward. Bishop Schuster and I will be announcing the schedule of Confirmations in 
the Diocese shortly and I feel privileged to share this sacrament with the people of our Diocese. 
I will continue to look forward to the opportunity to celebrate Sunday liturgy with various parish 
communities of the Diocese. I really consider the coming together of priest and people for the 
Sunday liturgy as a major manifestation of our identity as a Roman Catholic faith community. 
More and more I am convinced that planning, work and preparation by priest and people should 
precede the Sunday celebration so that people may celebrate the mystery of Jesus in order to 
carry the effects of this celebration into their dally lives. Likewise, the Sunday celebration should 
reflect the liturgical faith life of a worldwide Roman Catholic Church while utilizing the options for 
diversity which the liturgy allows and encourages.!
I look forward to the development of structures and formats for the involvement of priests, sisters 
and laity in the mission of our Diocese through shared responsibility and accountability. I look 
forward to ways in which more children and adults might take advantage of a deeper 
understanding of our faith tradition through Catholic education and programs of religious 
education that will also involve our formational and spiritual growth. I look forward to ways in 
which we as a Church might be able to strengthen family life and to offer ways to nourish 
families in fulfilling their mission within the Church. I look forward to ways in which we as a 
Diocese might become even more conscious of the need to develop spirituality and prayer life 
which will sustain and encourage us.!
The above are but some of the dreams and visions that I have which have been articulated and 
called for by priests and people of the Diocese. But these dreams and visions also have a 
practical side which involves the support of our people for our parishes and institutions in the 
Diocese as well as for the Diocese itself. Initial meetings have begun to plan for this year's 
CARE and SHARE program. So much of what is hoped for by so many people will depend on 
the generosity of our people to this annual diocesan collection for local, national and 
international needs. Though this collection is scheduled for the end of March, it might be a good 
time now to plan on budgeting your contribution to this annual appeal.!
And finally, the year 1979 promises to be a great year because it will mark the 75th anniversary 
of our existence as a Diocese. I see this time as an opportunity to be aware of our call to 
greatness as a Christian Catholic community where we become aware of our giftedness and we 
become more willing to share our gifts of faith and love and hope with the world around us.!
1979 promises to be a great year. I'm happy I'm alive to live it and to celebrate it in faith and 
prayer with the Church of Eastern Montana!
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