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During the first full week of January, I had the privilege of stepping back from the day-to-day 
activities in which I am involved, and to share in a Retreat for the Bishops of the Northwest. Our 
leader for the Retreat was Bishop John D'Arcy, Auxiliary Bishop of Boston. I hope and pray my 
own life will reflect the graces offered to me during this time. However, there were two insights 
which Bishop D'Arcy shared with us which I, in turn, would like to share with you. !
I call these insights "radical" because they fulfill the basic meaning of the word. They help us to 
return to our roots as a People of God who share a Roman Catholic faith tradition. They become 
an anchor on which we might base our lives as disciples of Jesus. !
Bishop D'Arcy challenged us as Bishops to fulfill our teaching role in the Church by focusing our 
attention on the basic truths of our faith tradition. This would include the realities of sin and 
grace, redemption and salvation. We were asked to reflect upon, and to encourage our people 
likewise, the realization that grace is the life of the True God within us, that God freely restored a 
relationship with the human race that had been broken, that Jesus is Savior, that the Roman 
Catholic faith community must express itself in faith and worship to preserve the gifts which 
Jesus has shared with us. !
We were called upon to emphasize the unique identity we have as members of the Roman 
Catholic faith community. As such, we do not take the "cafeteria approach" of choosing what we 
want, but we are asked to respond wholeheartedly to all that the Church challenges us to do 
and to be today. !
A second insight which Bishop D'Arcy offered was the seeming growing lack of appreciation for 
the reality of sin in the world today. Bishop D'Arcy suggested that in our emphasis on Christ as 
brother and friend, which are ways in which the Church asks us to relate to Jesus, we might well 
forget the response we are asked to give to a God who calls us to holiness and a life of grace. 
Plus XII once said that "the greatest sin of our time is the loss of the sense of sin." Are we being 
called to a new scrupulosity? Far from it! But we are called to an appreciation of our actions 
which demand responsibility and accountability. !
In announcing a Holy Year beginning this Spring, the Holy Father has asked us to renew our 
approach to the Sacrament of Reconciliation, the encounter we have with God who offers us His 
forgiveness. Yet, such reconciliation is not possible until we first admit and recognize the reality 
of sin which can and does exist in the world today. To restore a more frequent use of the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation could well be one of the great challenges of our time. !
On retreat, I became more aware of these basic radical realities that are part of our faith 
tradition. But such radical realities are lived out in the context of the world today. We are called 
to live out the consequences of grace and redemption by transforming the world in which we live 
through our concern for the issues of life, war and peace, prejudice and poverty. Next Saturday, 
January 22nd, we celebrate 10th anniversary of the Supreme Court decision regarding abortion. 
As we recall the radical message of Jesus, who calls us to ongoing conversion, may we live out 
that conversion and concerns we have for the issues of our time.!
Radical ideas are not necessarily new. Most of the time, they are the discovery of values we 
once knew, but they need to be appropriated in our lives once again. 
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