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The Second Vatican Council, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, issues a new challenge for 
Roman Catholics and all people of good will. The Council outlined its purpose in the very first 
document it promulgated. In the “Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy,” the Council declared that it 
desired to increase the vigor of Christian life, to adapt to the needs of our own times those 
institutions which are subject to change, to foster whatever can promote union among all who 
believe in Christ, and to strengthen whatever can help call all people into the household of the 
Church. !
The Church has responded well in general to these challenges through its efforts in renewal of 
the liturgy, religious education and formation, and evangelization. But ecumenism was also a 
goal and purpose of the Second Vatican Council. Initially there was a genuine response to this 
challenge of Vatican II. Yet, this original enthusiasm waned or became misdirected. As we begin 
to understand the traditions of other faith communities, we appreciated the points of unity, but 
we also discovered the divisions which exist between these same communities. Some feared 
that ecumenism would destroy the identity of individual churches since it became a common 
statement that being Christian was far more importance than being Roman Catholic, Methodist, 
Lutheran or Episcopalian. !
Vatican II’s Decree on Ecumenism calls on all Christians to promote Christian unity. Such unity 
begins with an appreciation, study, understanding and practice of one’s own faith tradition and to 
become aware and respectful of other faith traditions. Ecumenism asks us to preserve the 
identity we have in a particular tradition of Church. Being Roman Catholic is more than being 
Christian; and being Roman Catholic is to recognize our obligation to seek unity with God and 
with all people. !
This week, from January 18th to January 25th, we celebrate a special time called “The Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity.” Begun by an Episcopalian community in New York seventy-five years 
ago, this Week of Prayer is now celebrated by Christians throughout the world. As we strive for 
unity among Christians, we must avoid the pitfall of easy solutions which ignore the guidelines 
for ecumenism. Promoters of the easy solutions whether these solutions be open into 
communion, or compromise of doctrine, or the generic “feeling good” because were together 
really creates a new authoritarianism. Unity will occur through prayer, study and understanding 
of and the willingness to work together as Christians responding to the prayer and dream of 
Jesus “that all may be one” so that “the world may believe.” (John 17:21)!
Can we be ecumenical and still be Catholic? In reality, we cannot be Catholic without being 
ecumenical by promoting Christian unity. 
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