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Each January since 1973, we are challenged to face issues of life and death with a new 
urgency. On January 22, 1973, abortion became legally permissible in the United Stales of 
America as a result of a Supreme Court decision. That decision has generated a new moral 
consciousness on the part of many in our country and world today as we become more aware of 
the gift of life and the respect we must have for this gift from the moment of conception to the 
moment of death.!
Few moments in history have witnessed the destruction of human life as has our own. Though 
our century has made incredible advances in medical science to preserve human life, our 
century also claims the bloodiest record of callous disregard for human life. Historians will recall 
our century as a time which included two world wars, a Holocaust and other genocidal 
massacres, the development and use of nuclear weapons and other instruments of mass killing. 
We live in a century where we have the practice of killing the unborn by abortion, killing the 
handicapped by infanticide, and killing the old and sick by euthanasia, but we also attempt to 
justify this killing. !
There are countless life-related issues which are being contradicted in our society today. The 
moral analysis of each issue may be different, yet there is a profound moral linkage among them 
all. The linkage comes from the basic human good of life itself. We are not allowed the option to 
fight to preserve one life issue and ignore other contradictions of life in our society today. !
Each January 22nd is a reminder to all of an open contradiction to the gift of human life. As 
disciples of Jesus and members of the Church today, we must do all we can to combat the evil 
of abortion, to restore an appreciation for the right to life of the unborn child. We do this in 
various ways. We can support legislation eradicating abortion in our community. But we can also 
help develop among our young an appreciation for the gift of sexuality; we can help eliminate 
poverty which becomes the environment for abortion; we can make commitment not only a word 
but a lifestyle. !
Yet, an appreciation for the right to life of the unborn child also calls us to a greater concern for 
other contradictions of life among us today - the ever-increasing threat of nuclear war, an 
escalating poverty which becomes dehumanizing, a racism and prejudice which denigrates the 
human person, a lack of respect for others because of age, sex, or countless other dimensions 
of who we are as individual human beings. !
January 22nd confronts us this year once again with a choice. Are we allowed the luxury of 
sitting back and doing nothing to preserve the gift of life in all its dimensions? The issues are 
many – abortion, peace, poverty, racism, ecology. The choice is ours. After all it is a matter of life 
and death! 
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