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Right now we are in the midst of a special time of importance and interest to Christians of all 
faith traditions. From January 18th to January 25th, we celebrate "The Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity." The theme of this year's celebration is "Called to be One through the Cross of 
Our Lord." !
Christian unity is not yet a reality. Ecumenism asks people to know and live their own particular 
faith tradition, but to be open to know and appreciate the faith tradition of others. Ecumenism 
calls us to look for those points of agreement in the teachings of our Churches, but also to 
recognize the differences which continue to exist. By its very nature, ecumenism emphasizes a 
call to unity, but also an awareness of diversity. !
Christian unity will hopefully occur through dialogue and understanding as a result of prayer, 
study and reflection on tradition and the Word of God. Christian unity is delayed and hindered 
when unauthorized changes in religious beliefs and practices are encouraged or tolerated. As 
Roman Catholics, we believe there are certain channels of truth and grace and intimacy with 
Jesus that normally are not present in the traditions, liturgy and life of other churches. If we did 
not believe this, we would assume we would belong to another church or none at all. The same 
would presumably be true, of course, of any sincere Methodist, Lutheran or Baptist for the same 
reasons. !
We become Roman Catholic as a child through Baptism, or as an adult through a course of 
instructions followed by a formal profession of faith or Baptism. We simply do not decide one 
day to become Roman Catholic and join the Church. The Catholic Church has unique gifts 
which it offers its members who share a belief in the teachings of the Church - the gift of the 
Eucharist which is the sign of visible unity, the Sacrament of Reconciliation which offers the 
powerful healing of Jesus, and other rituals which touch our lives at significant moments. !
There are important beliefs within our tradition which divide us from other Christians. They 
include the nature of priesthood and ministry, the role of the Holy Father, sacraments, etc. While 
acknowledging these differences, the Vatican Council and the Holy Father have insisted that it is 
equally important to recognize in word and action those elements which unite us as sisters and 
brothers in Christ. !
We share much with Christians of other faith traditions. The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is 
a time to reflect and pray for unity. But it is also a time to recognize the unique expression of our 
faith in the Lord through the Roman Catholic faith tradition. Dialogue is going on now between 
theologians and leaders of Christian communities to seek the incarnation of the prayer of Jesus 
at the Last Supper – “that all may be one." May our prayers and sacrifices help to make the 
prayer of Jesus more of a reality in our own lifetime.  !
Special Request: As I indicated in last week's column, Sunday, January 22nd is the 11th 
anniversary of the Supreme Court decision on legalization of abortions. Please make this day or 
a day during this week a time of prayer and sacrifice on behalf of life and our obligation to 
respect life from the moment of conception to the moment of death. 
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