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One of the cries of some parents today is the question of what happened to their sons and 
daughters who were raised as Catholic and who now no longer attend Church or practice their 
faith. The cry is nuanced in various ways ranging from alienation and estrangement, to behavior 
completely contrary to the values shared by parents with their children in earlier years. !
The first reaction of many parents is to ask what did they do wrong. They look back and recall 
well the sacrifices they made on behalf of their children, their education, the efforts expended on 
religious practices in their homes and parish communities. In these cases, I believe it is 
important to tell parents that they should not blame themselves. Parents can look back and 
almost all can say they shared their love and values, sacrificed time and money, and passed on 
a religious tradition to their children. !
But the haunting question returns: "What happened to our kids?" Who can we blame for the 
present behavior of some young people and young adults whose value systems contradict 
family values and example? An initial object of blame for many is the Church which has 
experienced a transition and a renewal in recent years. Others put the responsibility on society, 
schools, friends and a thousand and one other factors. Looking for a person or institution to 
blame in these cases is really an exercise in futility. It would be far better to face the reality of 
today and to search for ways to respond to it. !
Parents and families are asked to pray for one another. Prayers must be the first response. The 
example of parents continues to be the strongest argument which becomes even more 
important after children are grown and leave home. All attempts at communication should be 
kept open if at all possible. And Christian charity, kindness, and compassion should characterize 
the relationship. These actions are not approval for the lifestyle or personal beliefs of the son or 
daughter, but they are rather the continued expression of love, care and concern parents have 
for their children. !
Many young people who no longer practice the Catholic faith are still asking the questions that 
they have asked since adolescence. These questions might have simple direct answers in 
textbooks, but the Gospel message must speak to the lived experience of people. The response 
we owe to young people in their search for meaning will involve dialogue, discussion, and 
patience. We are challenged to help them appreciate the ideals of the Gospel and the Church as 
it touches critical areas of life today - sexuality, drugs, alcohol, premarital relationships, peace, 
justice, poverty and countless other real issues. !
Prayer, patience, communication, dialogue, Gospel values that touch real life – these are 
important elements of the response we owe to parents who ask “What happened to our kids?” 
Another response worth remembering is that they’re still our kids - and God's too! !

++++++++++!
When I come across a book I believe is worthwhile, I like to share this information with our 
Diocese. THE PROPER BALANCE, A Practical Look at Liturgical Renewal by Rev. Joseph M. 
Champlin (Ave Maria Press. Notre Dame, Indiana 46556 - $3.95) is one of the best books I have 
read on the Liturgy. It consists of two parts - an overview of the accomplishments of the post 
Vatican II renewal with suggestions for an overall balanced approach toward a suitable liturgy for 
the Eighties; and the second part is a look at the basic parts of the Mass and revised liturgy as a 
basis for how liturgy should be celebrated today. I hope people will take time to read this fine 
book on the liturgy. 
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