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Last weekend, I had the privilege of being present at two gatherings of religious women who 
serve in the Diocese of Great Falls-Billings. In order lo allow as many religious women as 
possible to attend a Sisters' Council, meetings with the same formal were being held in Billings 
and Great Falls. Two resource persons were present who offered input on spirituality in ministry 
and the role of women in the Church today. Feedback was requested of the religious women 
regarding questions to be asked in a process of consultation for a pastoral letter from the 
Bishops on "The Role of Women in Society and the Church." !
It was obvious to all present that this meeting was important. It offered religious women, who 
serve throughout our vast geographical area of Eastern Montana, an opportunity to come 
together - to pray, to offer mutual support and encouragement, to discuss issues of importance 
for religious life and the Church of Eastern Montana. !
Between both gatherings, almost 120 religious women attended this weekend session, some of 
whom literally drove hundreds of miles to be present. The religious women represented a variety 
of ministries in the Church today - from education to hospital and parish ministry, from pastoral 
administrator of a parish to ministry with the Native American people. It was obvious that there 
was present at both gatherings a rich variety of ministries, gifts and charisms. !
In dialogue with Religious in the Church today, it is so apparent that they took seriously the call 
to renewal asked of them by the Second Vatican Council. The intervening years since Vatican II 
have been challenging and demanding years for religious communities. Yet, at the heart of 
religious renewal has been and continues to be a love for the Church and a commitment to the 
Gospel. !
One word kept recurring during both sessions in Billings and Great Falls. That word was 
“faithful.” Religious women have a fidelity to the Church. Religious women are people of faith. 
They possess countless gifts whereby the mission of the Church is able to be lived and shared 
as a result of their commitment and generosity. !
Either this weekend or next, religious women will share with the parishes and missions of our 
diocese a brief insight on the charism of religious life at the conclusion of Mass. Hopefully, these 
reflections will offer each of us a better understanding of religious life today. Perhaps also, 
young people might consider the possibility of a vocation to religious life to serve the Church of 
Eastern Montana.  !
To the religious women of our diocese, as well as to the religious men who serve in the Church 
of Eastern Montana, thank you all for all you share and do. Thank you especially for who you 
are and the witness you offer to us through the ministry you share. 
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