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Throughout the nation this week, the Roman Catholic Church is celebrating Catholic School 
Week. It is a time when we focus in upon the contribution which Catholic schools are making to 
our communities across the land. In the Diocese of Eastern Montana, we are able to take pride 
in the heritage we have of Catholic schools. Despite the financial cost to parents and families 
and the difficulties encountered in maintaining Catholic schools, many communities in our 
Diocese have maintained their Catholic school with great work and effort.!
At the same time over the last 10 to 15 years, because of the lack of religious personnel to staff 
our schools and a dwindling enrollment in addition to the spiraling costs of education today, 
schools in many of our communities have had to close. Still, they are part of our heritage and 
legacy, and graduates of these schools are hopefully contributing to the life of the Church in our 
diocese today.!
A Catholic school offers a viable option to parents for an alternative education for their children 
at the grade school, high school, and college level. At each of these levels, a Catholic school 
must provide the same benefits in secular subjects which a public school offers. But a Catholic 
school, if it is truly to be Catholic, must also offer a faith environment which will be conducive to 
the young person's growth in a relationship to the Lord and the Gospel. This environment is a 
primary responsibility of administrators and teachers working in relationship to the parents of our 
students. A Catholic school must have teachers who are willing to witness to the religious beliefs 
and traditions which we share. The traditional values of our religious heritage of the importance 
of the Eucharist and the sacraments, the moral teachings of the Gospel and the Church, the 
practice of our faith in Word and Sacrament cannot just be courses in a curriculum, but rather 
lived experiences by teachers and parents, administrators and students. !
Surveys taken in different parts of our country indicate the parents today want Catholic schools 
for their children as an alternative to public education. These same surveys tell us that they are 
willing to pay the cost involved if the school is able to offer the same quality of education 
available in the public school system, but especially if the Catholic school is truly Catholic not 
only in the courses offered, but in the witness and example given by teachers, administrators, 
School Board members, and the parish itself by the practice of our faith as Roman Catholics.!
A tremendous word of thanks is due to all those who make the Catholic schools in our diocese a 
viable option for parents. A special word of thanks to parents, administrators, and teachers who 
share our Catholic heritage with our children through the example of the faith community they 
are trying to develop and live. !
Catholic schools, however, are but one dimension of Catholic education in a parish and a 
diocese. Catholic schools share the responsibility of Catholic education along with the other 
opportunities for formation and education that should be part of the life of every parish. Catholic 
education includes the religious education and formation programs we have for children, young 
people, and adults. Catholic education includes the celebration of Sunday liturgy together where 
we are instructed in our faith and nourished by it through the Word of God and the homily.

February 6, 1979

Catholic Education – A Part of Our Heritage and Legacy

Continued on next page



Catholic education in a parish community should be a united effort. It would be contradictory to 
Catholic education to allow any element of this total enterprise to be a divisive element in a 
parish or community. All the dimensions of Catholic education - Catholic schools, CCD 
programs, religious education for young people and adults, liturgy - should work together for 
mutual support and encouragement in the use of resources and finances so that a proportionate 
use of finances and resources might be beneficial to the total parish.!
Parish committees for any of these elements of Catholic education cannot exist independently 
from the parish community. A School Board, a Religious Education Board, or a Liturgy 
Committee are part of the larger parish community and each must relate to the Parish Council or 
total parish community. Otherwise, the School Board, the Religious Education Board, or the 
Liturgy Committee or any other structure within a parish becomes isolated from the very 
environment and climate where it must grow and develop. !
Catholic education is not a luxury only for children. It is an experience which we are asked to live 
all the days of our life. It is part of the richness of our tradition and it is our hope for the future. 
Thanks to all who make Catholic education in all its forms a reality in Eastern Montana.!

+++++++++++!
This column is being written as I begin the drive to Plentywood and Sidney before I continue on 
to Ashland and Billings. The weather looks great and I hope that all works out well. I will be 
traveling with Msgr. Gergen who is one of the great retired priests in our Diocese who is also a 
great companion on such a journey...The priests of the Diocese will be having a Presbyteral 
Meeting in Billings on the 13th, 14th, and 15th of February. It will be a time of prayer and 
discussion with one of the highlights being a celebration of the priesthood commitment we share 
on Wednesday at 5:15 p.m. at St. Patrick's Church in Billings. The laity and sisters of the area 
are invited to attend...During February and March, there will also be five prayer days for the 
priests of each Deanery at which it will be my privilege to be present. In the evening, we hope to 
have a meeting of the leaders from each parish community in the Deanery on the forthcoming 
CARE and SHARE appeal to offer help and instruction, as well to answer any questions. As so 
many people contribute their time, talent, and service on behalf of this annual financial appeal, 
may I ask you to begin planning now to contribute generously to it? We really need your help 
this year to offer the services and programs that are part of the Diocese of Eastern Montana. 
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