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Each week I take time to reflect with you on issues that affect the life of the Church in our 
Diocese. This week's MONTANA CATHOLIC REGISTER is going to every household in our 
Diocese. This edition contains information about the upcoming RENEW program, an opportunity 
for spiritual development of individuals and parishes in Eastern Montana; it asks each household 
to consider subscribing to the diocesan newspaper; and finally, this issue offers information 
about CARE AND SHARE, the annual diocesan appeal for your prayers and sacrifices on behalf 
of the Church in our diocese, our nation and the world. !
In many ways these three issues focus in on the answer to the title of this column. At the heart of 
being "Catholic" today is the challenge to grow spiritually. Spiritual growth occurs through the 
opportunities left to us by Jesus and continued in the Church today. Primary among these 
opportunities is the Eucharist and other sacraments as well as the Word of God which should be 
the basis of our prayer, reflection and discussion. This Fall, RENEW offers us the occasion for 
the experience of liturgy, prayer and reflection on the Word of God as parish communities in 
Eastern Montana. Essential to being Catholic is the willingness to grow spiritually. !
One element of spiritual growth is an understanding and appreciation of our faith. Education is 
not a luxury reserved to children or young people. As adults, we are asked to grow in an 
understanding of what we profess in faith and why we come together in worship. There are 
excellent periodicals and books available today, but one resource we should seriously consider 
is our own diocesan weekly newspaper, the MONTANA CATHOLIC REGISTER. Each week we 
receive information about the Church in the world, our nation and especially our own diocese. 
Columns and feature-length stories offer a deeper explanation of issues in the Church today. 
Being Catholic is more than doing certain actions or following certain practices; being Catholic 
also involves understanding why. The MONTANA CATHOLIC REGISTER helps us to do just 
that. !
And finally, being Catholic calls us to a sense of Church, the experience of Church which goes 
beyond our own family and local parish or community. CARE AND SHARE is the challenge 
offered to us each year to share our prayers and material sacrifices to advance the mission of 
the Church in our Diocese and throughout the world. CARE AND SHARE replaces the usual 
parish assessment for support of the Diocese as well as almost a dozen national and special 
collections usually taken up in each parish community. A generous response in prayer and 
sacrifice to CARE AND SHARE helps us achieve a Catholic identity because we go out beyond 
ourselves to share our resource in our care for others.
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As people with a Roman Catholic faith tradition, we have a rich legacy of our faith, tradition and 
worship. Yet, we must respond to what it means to be Roman Catholic today - to recognize and 
appreciate the calling each person has through baptism and confirmation to share the gifts of 
Christian service, to come together in worship as a community of faith around the Eucharist, and 
to share that faith with others through evangelization. Being Roman Catholic is more than 
claiming membership in a religious tradition; it is a call to grace, life, and growth. May these gifts 
be yours in abundance.!
Please remember the priests of our Diocese this week as they gather for the Winter meeting of 
the Presbyterate in Billings. These semi-annual gatherings are an opportunity for discussion, 
prayer, reflection and mutual support and encouragement. Please remember also the two young 
men being ordained deacons this week who will be ordained to the priesthood to serve the 
church of Eastern Montana later in the year. 
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