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Fifteen years ago next month, the Church under Pope Paul VI issued one of many instructions 
whose purpose was to explain more fully the relevant principles underlying the Constitution on 
the Liturgy from the Second Vatican Council. This particular instruction was called "Musicam 
Sacram" and it emphasized the fact that liturgical worship is enhanced when it is celebrated with 
music and song. !
A basic underlying principle of liturgy was again emphasized – the need for full, active and 
conscious participation by the total Christian community in its worship. This is not only a right, 
but also a duty of Christian people where their participation is internal through a spirit of prayer, 
but also external through gestures, bodily altitudes, by the acclamations, responses and singing. 
The instruction states that “one cannot find anything more religious and more joyful in sacred 
celebrations than a whole congregation expressing its faith and devotion in song.'' !
As a Roman Catholic faith community, many parishes became quickly acclimated to the four-
song syndrome during Mass - the Entrance Song, Offertory Song, Communion Song and 
Recessional. However, the Church tells us that the critical and important moments for song by 
all the people in the celebration of the Eucharist would rather be the responsorial psalm, the 
acclamations before the Gospel and after the Consecration as well as the Great Amen and the 
"Holy, Holy, Holy." The "Our Father" likewise is a song of the community and not an excuse for a 
solo or choir performance. Variety might well dictate the use of an organ accompaniment without 
song for the entrance rite and the recessional. It is also interesting to note that the instruction on 
Sacred Music calls for time of reverent silence during the liturgy - silence especially after the 
proclamation of the Readings, the homily and the distribution of Communion. !
Music is an essential part of Roman Catholic worship - not only at Mass but in all our liturgical 
celebrations of Word and Sacrament. Our own Diocese is fortunate in having Sister Lorraine 
Flaspeter, O.S.B. assist parish communities in helping parish musicians, choirs and 
congregations fulfill their role and responsibility in this important dimension of our life as a 
Roman Catholic faith community. Parishes are encouraged to contact Sister Lorraine at the 
Pastoral Office of the Diocese or by calling the toll-free number within Montana for help and 
assistance to our parish communities that we might truly worship as fully as possible in music 
and song. !
The ministry of music in a parish has a priority. It needs planning, encouragement and financial 
support. But the result will be a celebration of our faith that will sustain and nourish us. And 
that's worth any investment! 
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