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One of the perennial questions people ask me is how is it possible to achieve communication in 
a Diocese as large as ours – a Diocese which is spread out over the 94,000 square miles of 
Eastern Montana. It is an important question because communication is essential for a Diocesan 
Church to achieve identity. !
In addition to communication achieved through the mail and in recent years through the 
telephone communications system we have in Eastern Montana, one of the traditional ways in 
which the Church communicates within the Christian community and to the community at large 
is through a Diocesan newspaper – The Eastern Montana Catholic Register is part of the 
tradition in our Diocese as a means of communication. !
Today with the tremendous power of almost witnessing news events through radio, TV, and the 
daily press, a diocesan newspaper should become a channel of communication within the 
diocesan family. It should help us grow in an understanding and appreciation of our faith and 
worship. It should reflect on events that affect the life of the Church in the nation and in the 
world. It should offer the bishop and the people of a Diocese the opportunity to dialogue. !
Hopefully, we are trying to achieve these purposes today with the Montana Catholic Register. I 
hope that you might support this form of communication in our Diocese through a renewal of 
your subscription for the coming year. The cost is only $8.00. In fact, might I encourage you to 
ask others to subscribe?!
During the coming year, I hope that we might assess the value and importance of a diocesan 
newspaper through the help of a committee that has been formed to offer advice and 
suggestions whereby the Church might fulfill its mission and responsibility of communication. 
This committee is under the leadership of the Reverend Jay D. Dobbin and includes 
representatives from the laity, religious women and clergy of the Diocese. !
In the meantime, we will continue the publication of a weekly diocesan newspaper. I believe it 
has even more potential for communication than in years past. But to make this possible, you 
help is needed. Please subscribe to the Montana Catholic Register. Encourage others to do the 
same. !

++++++++++!
This past weekend brought me to Cascade to celebrate the Eucharist with the people there, and 
I look forward next weekend to visiting Belt and Highwood. In between, I will be on the road 
again with a visit to Livingston for a Mass with the faculty and students at St. Mary’s School and 
then to Billings and to Pompey’s Pillar for the celebration of Confirmation…I do hope that this 
season of Lent is proving to be a grace-filled experience for all. It is a time to renew and 
strengthen our faith, especially through the sacraments of Eucharist and Reconciliation. May it 
be a good week for all. 
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