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Tuesday evenings have become a very important time in my life during these weeks of 
February, March, and April. I have the opportunity to be in dialogue with the people of Eastern 
Montana by means of the Telephone Classroom established through the Office of Adult 
Formation, Education and Diaconate. The first Tuesday evening involved a number of 
complications with the phone system itself, and I also had to become accustomed to this unique 
form of communication. Hopefully, in the course of these Tuesday evenings, the system and the 
instructor will become more effective.!
However, what is of tremendous value on these Tuesday evenings is the material we are using - 
The Documents of the Second Vatican Council. The Second Vatican Council was the most 
important event in the life of the Church in this century. Over 2,000 Bishops from throughout the 
world gathered with the Holy Father to discuss and develop sixteen documents which would 
respond to the life of the Church in the world today. The Tuesday evening classes offer all of us 
the opportunity to reflect and study these documents and to seek ways in which they might 
become more alive in our parishes and in our Diocese.!
Last week's class treated the important Conciliar Document on the Church. This document looks 
at the Church as "the People of God." It stresses the fact that the Church is a "sacrament," a 
sign which must point to the reality of the presence of the Lord in the world today. As this 
document develops a theology of Church, we are reminded of the ministry we all share in 
relationship to one another and the Lord. In several paragraphs, the document emphasizes the 
importance of the laity within the Church today who are asked to use their knowledge and 
competence for the good of the Church. At the same time, we are a "Pilgrim Church" seeking 
our own self-understanding in the journey in which we are involved.!
The season of Lent is an important time for each of us on this journey as a Pilgrim Church. It is a 
time for us to renew ourselves as a People of God, to live out the promises made on the day of 
our Baptism to grow as a people of faith, to reconcile ourselves to one another and to God in 
those areas of our lives which cry out for healing. Lent has just begun. Let it be for all of us a 
time to be conscious of our identity as the Church, as a People of God, as a sign which points to 
the presence of the Lord.!

++++++++++!
These past few days involved a journey from Great Falls to Wolf Point, Culbertson, Sidney, 
Miles City and back to Great Falls. There were three afternoons of prayer with the priests in the 
various deaneries and also the opportunity to celebrate the liturgy with the people of Culbertson 
and Sidney. Msgr. Werner was able to travel with me and the journey gave us the chance to 
speak with the priests and people about the annual CARE and SHARE appeal which will take 
place on the weekend of March 31st and April 1st. As a Diocese, there are so many needs and 
responsibilities we are trying to meet, and there are countless other services which should be 
offered. However, all this requires financial support.
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Once a year the Diocese as the local Church in Eastern Montana appeals to the generosity of 
our people so that we might be able to fulfill our responsibilities to one another in the Diocese as 
well as fulfilling our responsibilities to the Church in our nation and in the world. Please plan now 
to be as generous as possible in this annual collection. !
Religious services are again being offered at the Fox Holiday Theater in Great Falls from 
Monday through Friday at 12:10 p.m. during Lent. In so many ways, this program supported by 
the Pastoral Staffs of the Great Falls area reflects the mission of the Church to enter the 
marketplace and to bring the presence of the Lord. !
As we celebrate this season of Lent, may I ask everyone once again to pray for vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life? Families are encouraged to raise this question of priesthood and 
religious life with their children in high school and college. !
This season of the year is also the time when young couples are planning for marriage during 
the summer months. As a Church community, we share in such moments through the witness 
and example we offer them...This is also the time to express the gratitude of our Diocese for the 
service and ministry given to the people of Glentanna, Opheim, and Peerless by Father Daniel, 
O.F.M. He has been asked to return to the Midwest by his Provincial. May the Lord bless Father 
Daniel and watch over him. Congratulations are also in order to the newly elected Abbot at 
Assumption Abbey in Richardton, ND, Rev. Lawrence Wagner, O.S.B. Abbot Wagner succeeds 
Abbot West who retired earlier this year. As a Diocese we have benefitted a great deal from the 
ministry of the Benedictine community. !
So much is happening within the Church of Eastern Montana, but this season of Lent challenges 
the greatest action to occur within our own lives, to experience the conversion to which we are 
called. 
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