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Roman Catholics know full well the impact which Vatican II has had on the Church. The 
intervening years have witnessed the implementation of much which Vatican II introduced. 
However, no one dreamed that the revision of the rite for baptism could have such a powerful 
effect on the Christian community. Pope Paul VI issued the revised rite for the baptism of adults 
on January 6, 1972 and for the last 11 years, parish communities have become accustomed to 
hearing about the RCIA or the Rite for the Christian Initiation of Adults. !
Some have called the RCIA the best kept secret since Vatican II, but at the heart of this 
celebration of the baptism of adults, or profession of faith, is the potential to transform a 
community. Many of our parishes in Eastern Montana have begun to unlock this secret and 
share it with our people. No longer are people interested in the Church isolated in private 
instruction sessions, but rather they are invited to walk with the parish community on a journey 
of faith. And what is more important, the parish community is asked to join those interested in 
the Church in an ongoing conversion experience which reaches its climax in the liturgies of Lent 
and Easter. !
The RCIA operates as a “formation model,” a learning process that is primarily experiential. 
Every means possible becomes available to bring about a transformation of heart and lifestyle of 
Jesus Christ. Yet, there is also the educational component of the RCIA whereby knowledge of 
our faith is shared with the candidate. !
Through a series of carefully thought out stages, the adult inquirer experiences a period of 
evangelization, inquiry, welcome, discernment, and baptism itself followed by a period of 
encouragement. The entire parish community is invited to be a part of this faith journey, 
especially in the liturgies which are celebrated during the season of Lent. !
This column does not allow enough space to share the richness of what the RCIA is all about. 
However, I would encourage you to read the Rite itself, or two books worth purchasing, 
Welcoming the New Catholic by Reverend Ron Lewinski, (Liturgy Publications, Chicago, $1.90) 
and A Journey in Faith, an Experience of the Catechumenate by Reverend Raymond Kemp, 
(Sadlier, Inc., N.Y., $5.95), These books could help you unlock one of the best kept secrets 
since Vatican II and share it with your parish community.
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