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The Season of Lent - A week and a half has passed since Lent began. Churches were filled 
throughout our Diocese for Ash Wednesday which marked the beginning of our Lenten journey. 
With you, I pray this journey may be a time of grace and conversion for all of us. I would highly 
recommend that the traditional Lenten practices be a part of all our lives - frequent Holy 
Communion and attendance at Mass, Stations of the Cross, fast and abstinence. I would 
especially encourage the celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation by all our people during 
this season of Lent. As we journey with the Lord, we might join together as a faith community to 
pray for the special intention of peace - peace in our world, peace among families, peace within 
ourselves. !
Chrism Masses - This week we celebrate the Chrism Masses in Great Falls and Billings. These 
celebrations have an important significance for the Church of Eastern Montana. The oils that will 
be blessed will be used in our sacramental celebrations throughout our Diocese during the 
coming year. They are a sign of our unity in faith and worship. I would ask the entire Diocese to 
join us in a spirit of prayer and unity on Tuesday and Thursday evening this week when we 
celebrate our mission as a People of God in our Diocese at the Chrism Masses. !
Workshop on Parish Councils - Father William Rademacher, a person who has written 
extensively on the ministry of Parish Councils, will be in our Diocese this week to share his 
wisdom and insights with parish council members, religious and priests in addition to all others 
who are interested. These should be good sessions. We hope to have audio and videotapes 
available of the presentations Father Rademacher will share with us. I would highly recommend 
Father Rademacher's new book, Answers for Parish Councilors (23rd Publications, P.O. Box 
180, Mystic, Ct. 06355- $6.95) As I indicated in the Valentine’s Day Pastoral to the Church of 
Eastern Montana, I believe the presence of an active Parish Council is a priority in every parish 
community. Father Rademacher's workshop should help all our parish communities make their 
parish councils far more effective. !
Care and Share - The initial publication of information regarding CARE AND SHARE has begun 
to appear in parish bulletins. The annual appeal will take place this year on the weekend of 
March 27th-28th. As you know, this appeal replaces the usual parish assessment which most 
dioceses expect from parish communities as well as the ten special collections which are taken 
up in the Church of the United States each year. I would ask each and every person to be 
generous to this annual appeal. Please plan now to make your contribution to CARE AND 
SHARE at the end of the month. !
Thank you - When I attended my sister-in-law’s wake and funeral, I had the opportunity to see 
some people for the first time in almost four years. So many of them would ask what Montana 
was like, did I enjoy it, etc. Invariably I would begin to describe the people of our parish 
communities, their faith and commitment to the Church and how enjoyable it was to visit people 
and the parishes of our Diocese. I became very much aware of how real the definition of the 
Church is as "the people of God" and I just want to thank you for who you are and the gift that 
you are to one another and to myself. 
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