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The title of this column might indeed sound strange to some. Perhaps even more unusual is the 
reference to this celebration in my schedule this coming weekend at two of the parishes in our 
Diocese. What is this "election" all about? !
The celebration of "election" is part of "The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults" which is 
commonly referred to as RCIA. This Rite was introduced into the Church in 1972 by Pope Paul 
VI. The RCIA calls for the restoration of the catechumenate, the restoration of that ancient 
practice of the Church to welcome new adult members into the Christian community. !
The experience of many of us as adults has been the private or small group instruction of adults 
who would like to become members of the Roman Catholic Church. The RCIA calls for this 
whole experience to take place in stages in the midst of the community of the faithful. The whole 
rite of initiation is a journey marked by special celebrations, prayer, and involvement of the 
parish community. !
The first stage in the journey is the decision made by the adult to become a Christian. At that 
time, the adult is accepted as a Catechumen by the Church. Preceded by a period of 
evangelization, the catechumen begins a study of the Gospel and is expected to have a 
conversion of mind and lifestyle, a sufficient knowledge of Christian teaching and a sense of 
faith and charity. !
The second stage of the journey is marked by the celebration of "election" and the enrollment of 
the name of the catechumen as a person who wishes to be initiated into the Christian 
community. This occurs at the beginning of Lent and Lent is marked by a more intense 
preparation of the catechumens for the celebration of baptism on Holy Saturday. !
The third stage of the journey is the celebration of baptism and confirmation at the Easter Vigil 
ceremonies. The catechumens live out the experience of Holy Week with the Lord which 
culminates in their reception of new life at the Easter Vigil celebrations. !
The final stage of the catechumenate takes place during the Easter season when the 
catechumens enter into a closer relationship with the parish community who share with them a 
renewed vision and a new impetus. !
Throughout this whole experience, the catechumenate involves the total parish community who 
support the catechumens by their prayer, interest, and presence. Furthermore, the 
catechumenate is integrated into the liturgical life of the Church, especially during the Lenten 
and Easter season. !
The RCIA is not just another "new" program announced by the Holy Father or the Bishop to a 
parish community. The RCIA calls the entire faith community to accountability and consequently 
to a renewal and a deepening of its faith experience. As such, it is an experience for all of us 
through which we might live deeper and better lives as Christians. !
This weekend I will celebrate the "election” of catechumens and I will enroll their names into the 
group of people who will celebrate their Baptism at the Easter Vigil. This is not only a celebration 
of those immediately involved; it is a celebration of the whole parish and the Diocese of Eastern 
Montana. 
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