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Each year at this time, people in parish communities throughout our diocese begin to ask the 
question which is the title of this column. More and more an additional question usually follows: 
"Will we have a resident priest to serve our parish community?" !
These are valid questions, and yet the response to them is critical to our understanding of what 
it means to be members of the Roman Catholic Church. Priests are ordained either to serve 
within a religious community or a diocese. Religious communities serving Montana have 
obligations to ministries, people, parishes and institutions throughout our country, and even 
other parts of the world. A diocesan priest is ordained for service to a local Church or diocese, 
and not just one parish within a diocese. !
In the course of his life, a priest, either by his own request or as a result of consultation and 
discernment, will move from one community to another. This often involves a grief process for 
the priest himself and for many of the people whom he served. Yet, such movement of priests 
must be seen in the context of the total Church which asks us to have a vision of the Church 
beyond our local parish or community. !
As priests, we come to serve with different gifts, talents, and abilities. We will have the gift to 
inspire some people while we realize we might have differences with others. We realize that the 
demands of ministry for priests today are more than they have been in the past. As a result of 
these demands, we as priests can become sick, exhausted, as well as physically and 
emotionally drained. We realize more and more that we cannot do everything ourselves. We 
need to work collaboratively with dedicated, competent and committed religious women and 
laity. Parishes must be open to obtain the services of such people if we are to have vibrant faith 
communities within our diocese. !
As I have said often, in repeating the words of Pope John Paul II, "Eucharist is essential to the 
Church. But we cannot have Eucharist without the priest." This creates the great challenge for 
all people to encourage vocations to the priesthood.!
When people ask if our priest will be transferred this year, the question reveals far more than the 
answer of “Yes” or “No.” It reveals an understanding of and appreciation for what the Church is 
as a community of faith which goes beyond any one parish or one community. As we face the 
ongoing and increasing challenge of how best to use the gifts and talents of a dwindling number 
of priests, may we pray for our priests, and pray especially for vocations to the priesthood to 
serve the Church of tomorrow. 
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