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In speaking to the people of His time, Jesus said, “I have not come to invite the self-righteous to 
a change of heart, but sinners.” (Luke 5:32) Those words are also spoken to us today, but the 
question might well be asked by many in the Church, “Whatever became of sin?”!
For many adult Christians, Lent was a special time each year when we became aware of those 
areas in our life that called out for growth, conversion and grace. We were very aware of the sin 
that can and does exist in the human condition. However our consciousness of sin is not to 
induce further guilt, bit rather to invite us to experience the forgiveness of God through the 
sacrament of Penance. !
During this Lent of 1980, it might well be a time for each of us to re-examine our own attitude 
toward the reality of sin and reconciliation in our own lives, as well as in the life of the Church 
and world today. Conversion is at the heart of the Gospel message. We are called as followers 
of Christ to repent, and to believe in the Good News which the Lord shares with us.!
Sin is a fact of life expressed in the brokenness, alienation, and contradiction of human life in 
our relationship to God, the Church, others and ourselves. Sin takes a personal dimension when 
we choose to participate in this fact of life through our personal actions. A full awareness of sin 
occurs for each of us when we recognize that sin as a personal action that gives us an identity – 
we become sinners. Lent is a time in the liturgical life of the Church when we are asked to 
examine our relationships to God, others, and ourselves in order to become aware of the reality 
of sin.!
But our awareness of sin is but the first step in the journey that we take during the season of 
Lent. We are also called to reconciliation, to experience the forgiveness of God through the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. In 1973, the Roman Catholic Church revised the ritual for the 
celebration of this sacrament and the Church has asked all of us – priest and penitent – to 
celebrate the forgiveness of God in a true spirit of renewal.!
The “New” rite of reconciliation should not be equated with face-to-face confessions, 
reconciliation rooms, new ritual texts or absolution formulae or a new format that needs to be 
taught and imposed. Rather, the renewal of the sacrament of reconciliation calls for a series of 
options, presumes an integration of Scripture and prayer in the experience of this sacrament, 
calls for interpersonal dialogue between the confessor and the penitent, and places new 
challenges and expectations on the priest to be a “good confessor.” The priest is asked to take 
the approach of a humble, wounded healer who facilitates the process of growth from sin to 
grace and discerns the movement of the Spirit in the life of the penitent. !
The Roman Catholic Church has many treasures in its rich tradition and heritage. One of the 
greatest treasures is the Sacrament of Reconciliation. During this Lent, let us pray together that 
as a community of faith we might discover the treasure of God’s forgiveness in the sacrament of 
Penance. But first we must be willing to ask ourselves, ‘Whatever Became of Sin?” When we 
recognize sin in our lives, then we are able to experience the forgiveness of God who calls us 
His sons and daughters and welcomes us home. Such an experience could well make this Lent 
of 1980 an incredible experience!
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