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Part of the American way of life today is the stream of mail that we all receive appealing to our 
generosity for financial and material aid. In addition to these mail appeals, there are the 
countless other appeals asking for our help and generosity through civic, political and social 
organizations. There are so many excellent programs and institutions which serve us as human 
beings that have come into existence as a result of the tremendous charity of people such as 
yourselves.!
Because of the great number of appeals for charity, and the incredible response of people to 
these appeals, studies have been made to determine the reasons why people are so generous. 
Appeals for charity will be as successful as their response to a need, their personal approach, 
their inclusion of potential donors in the very concerns of the appeal, and the sense of identity 
which is given to people who respond to the appeal by their generosity. Finally, if people are to 
respond to an appeal more than once, there must be concrete evidence that their generosity 
has proven to be effective. !
As a group of people who share a religious faith tradition, we know full well the importance of the 
generosity that is needed on the part of our people to establish and maintain our Churches, our 
schools, our religious education programs, our celebrations of liturgy, and the million and one 
other dimensions involved in the life of the Church today. We can take great pride in the 
generosity and charity of our Catholic people by just stepping back and taking a good look at the 
accomplishments of the Catholic Church in Eastern Montana. The concrete manifestation of the 
goodness of our people is evident from one end of our diocese to the other in the personnel, 
Churches, buildings and programs which are part of the life of the Church today. We are 
tremendously indebted to the people who have gone before us who have established the 
Church in our diocese.!
In so many ways as members of a Catholic faith community at a parish and diocesan level, the 
built-in factors which determine the success of any financial appeal are already present. The 
needs of the Church at the parish and diocesan level are obvious, especially as the Church 
today assumes the rightful position of being accountable and responsible for the funds and 
material resources it possesses. The very nature of our membership in the Church through 
baptism should give us a sense of personal identity and investment into the work of the Church. 
The appeals made by a parish and a diocese affect the very life of each of us through the 
service and ministry we receive as a result of the generosity of each of us. Our ability to 
establish structures and programs through the generosity of our people gives us a sense of 
identity in relationship to a parish and a diocese. And finally, the very growth of the Church in 
Eastern Montana is an effective witness to the results of our charity.!
Our very faith commitment as members of the Roman Catholic Church possesses the basic 
human reasons why we should respond generously to the financial and material appeals of our 
parishes and our diocese. But as a Gospel people, there is also the religious basis for our 
response. Life itself is a gift. In the course of our life, we become blessed with material and 
financial resources. It is part of our religious tradition to share part of those resources with the 
Christian community. As members of a Catholic faith community, we have an obligation to 
support our Church through our generosity.!
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In addition to the support asked of you each week for your parish community, the Diocese of 
Eastern Montana appeals to that same generosity once a year and requests your help and 
assistance for the work of the total Church in Eastern Montana. As a Diocesan Church, we are a 
people who have an identity beyond the boundaries of our local parish. We are a people in 
relationship to one another and to others who share our faith in our nation and in the world. A 
Roman Catholic is not allowed the luxury of isolating his or her concerns only to the parochial 
level. Rather, we are asked to be a people conscious of our identity as a Church in the Diocese 
and in our nation and in the world. !
This year's CARE and SHARE collection will be taken up over the weekend of March 31st and 
April 1st. As a people called to greatness as we prepare to celebrate our 75th anniversary, may I 
ask for your generous response to this appeal in order that as a Diocese we may offer you the 
ministry and service to help us live our faith even more effectively? May I beg for your help so 
that as a Diocese we will be able to fulfill our responsibility to the Church in our State, in our 
nation, and in the world? The goal for this year's CARE and SHARE will only help us meet the 
expenses connected with the ordinary programs and services which the Diocese has offered in 
the past. There are so many other needs, so many other dreams which cry out to be born into 
reality. If our people would like to help make these dreams a reality, your generous response to 
the 1979 CARE and SHARE appeal is critical. CARE and SHARE requests each of our people 
to contribute one percent (1 percent) of their annual income for the work of the Church in 
Eastern Montana. If you are able to contribute more, or if you would care to remember the 
Diocese in a special way through an estate or a contribution for a specific purpose, may I 
encourage you to do so. !
All the above deals with the material and human side of the Church. No matter how successful 
this appeal might be, it would be totally ineffective if together we did not use our resources to 
advance the Kingdom of God in our own lives and in our community. More than anything else, 
may I appeal for your prayers that we may be a people of faith, a people of commitment, a 
people willing to walk with the Lord in peace and joy. Thanks for considering all the above.!

+++++++++++!
The past few weeks have been filled with excitement and travel. One of the real highlights for 
myself and our Diocese was the generous response of Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen to participate 
in the telephone course on the Documents of Vatican II. To hear Archbishop Sheen speak live to 
the people of our diocese was a great thrill for all of us. Each week we hope to bring in people 
from all parts of the nation to share in this adult education program. Lent began with a multitude 
of activities from the opening Lenten Mass on Ash Wednesday at the Holiday Village Shopping 
Center in Great Falls and a later Mass at the Cathedral of St. Ann. It was good to see so many 
people sharing in the Eucharist to mark the beginning of Lent. The next few days over the first 
weekend in Lent found me traveling to Wolf Point, Culbertson, Charlie Creek, Sidney, Fairview, 
Glendive, and Miles City with stops at various rectories along the way. It was a great joy to 
celebrate the Liturgy on the first Friday of March with the people of Culbertson and the 
neighboring communities. A real highlight was to drive literally across the Missouri River to 
celebrate Mass with the people of St. Bernard's in Charlie Creek. Maybe bishops can't walk 
across water, but it was a unique experience to drive across it...The weekend at Sidney and 
Fairview proved to be most enjoyable. It was good to be able to speak at all the Masses and 
then later to join the people of Fairview for lunch. Sunday afternoon concluded with a meeting 
on CARE and SHARE with the people of Glendive and Wibaux at Glendive followed by another 
meeting on CARE and SHARE for the other parishes in the Miles City deanery at Sacred Heart 
High School. The meeting with the priests of the Wolf Point Deanery took place on the previous 
Thursday and the final meeting in the Great Falls deanery was on Monday, March 5th. The long 
drive back to Great Falls from Miles City late Sunday evening provided a good opportunity for 
prayer and reflection. As I travel across our diocese, I am constantly edified by the faith and 
commitment of our priests, sisters, religious and laity. In so many ways, all of you are living out 
the theme of our annual financial appeal in the life situations of our parishes and diocese. You 
are a great people who care and share so very much. Thank you for caring and sharing with me. 
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