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Certain times in the course of the year prompts the memory to be jogged a little and offer 
opportunities to reflect on taken-for-granted realities. One such time is this weekend when we 
celebrate St. Patrick's Day as well as the Second Sunday of Lent. You have to admit, that’s an 
unusual combination even for someone with an Irish heritage. Yet, the combination makes me 
very conscious of my roots.!
Having an Irish heritage creates certain ways of acting and thinking as I suspect any ethnic 
background does due to the power of environment in shaping who we are. Yet, what is unique to 
the Irish heritage and shared by many other ethnic groups is the connection between one's 
heritage and one's faith. Historically, there was the struggle to maintain that identity which 
included preserving one's faith. !
For many of us whose ethnic roots go back only one generation or many, the memories are 
strong of the vital connection between religion and life. Faith and the practice of one's faith had 
a priority over everything else. If there was a conflict between some other activity and going to 
Mass or taking part in a Church-related event, there really was no problem since the outcome 
was presumed in favor of Mass or the Church event. Our faith was, moreover, evident in 
religious pictures, symbols and actions which were part of the home and the lifestyle of people. 
And I still remember the "Sunday clothes and shoes" which were very special and implicitly 
taught the lesson of Sunday as a day to celebrate the resurrection. !
I realize full well that we cannot create a past in the world today. Yet this weekend's Gospel 
challenges us to listen to the Lord. Somehow or other Lent has to create within us a restored set 
of priorities for ourselves, our families, our parishes, our nation. The Gospel message of peace, 
joy, charity and justice must be a part of our lives. We receive the strength to accomplish this 
through the Eucharist, the Sacrament of Reconciliation and the countless opportunities we have 
to encounter the Lord. Lent is a time to reset our priorities and to place our relationship to the 
Lord and to His Church at the top of our list. !
I’m grateful for St. Patrick's Day. I'm grateful for this second week of Lent. They help me to focus 
on the gifts I have received from parents, family and friends; they help me be aware of the 
privilege I have to be a member of the Roman Catholic faith community. Lent 1984 will be good 
if I can make the focus and awareness come alive within me. !
Thank you! To all who have generously contributed to CARE AND SHARE, a sincere thank you. 
Your gift will help the Church in our world, our nation and diocese. May God bless you! 
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