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There are probably a thousand and one different ways in which to begin a column such as this. 
But already, I know the conclusion. Rather than developing a series of paragraphs to arrive at 
that conclusion, maybe it is really better to come to the point immediately. And so I will.   !
Would you please consider being as generous as possible to the annual CARE and SHARE 
collection which will be taken up in all our parishes during the weekend of March 31st and April 
1st?   !
Each week when we gather as a Christian community, we have become accustomed to making 
a contribution to our local parish. Your generosity and support of our parishes make possible the 
ministry and service we are able to offer to our people through our local parochial structures. I 
urge you to continue to be as generous as possible each week to the local needs of our parish 
community.   !
But once a year, our diocese which unites and brings together our local parish communities 
appeals to your generosity in order that as a diocese we might be able to fulfill our 
responsibilities of ministry and service to the people of Eastern Montana and, at the same time, 
to fulfill our responsibilities to the Church in our State, our nation and the world. This once a year 
appeal makes it possible for us as a Church in Eastern Montana to serve our people and our 
priests, sisters, and religious in countless ways which will help us respond to our call to 
greatness as a diocesan faith community. !
A one-time appeal to raise over $428,000 may seem somewhat ambitious. But if we are to 
respond to the challenge offered to us in the Church today, we should be able to surpass this 
goal. As members of a Roman Catholic faith community, we belong to local parish communities. 
Our parish serves us in countless ways at the important moments of our life experience and in 
our ongoing relationship to the Lord. But our faith experience encourages us and challenges us 
to see beyond our parish communities to a wider and broader vision of Church which involves a 
diocese and the ministry and service which a diocese contributes to our identity as Roman 
Catholics.!
My travels around the diocese have made me very much aware of the concerns of local parish 
communities – concerns for our schools, our parish Churches, our priests, sisters and religious 
and the various local parish programs. However, no local parish is able to exist or continue 
without a relationship to a diocesan consciousness. Otherwise, it would not be a part of the 
Roman Catholic faith tradition we have committed ourselves to continue. !
This once a year appeal has replaced the many varied appeals for financial help that was once 
a part of our lives as members of a parish community. Instead of appealing on a monthly or 
alternate weekly basis for your help and assistance, the appeal has been consolidated into a 
once a year collection. Your response is asked to be more than just a token sign of support and 
encouragement but is rather meant to be a substantial and significant act of support for our 
responsibilities to our Church in Eastern Montana as well as in our state, our nation, and the 
world.  
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To make a significant contribution at this time may be difficult for some, and so we have 
available for all who are interested a pledge card whereby we would be able to notify you of your 
intention to help us in this annual appeal over an extended period of time. Maybe you might 
consider this approach in determining your gift to the Church in Eastern Montana. Likewise, 
there are some who are interested in helping in an even more tangible way to the work of the 
Church in our diocese. Maybe your contribution would be able to subsidize a specific project in 
the Diocese, or you might consider leaving the Diocese a portion of the gifts the Lord has shared 
with you through your estate. !
As is obvious from all the above, I am appealing for your help and assistance in the most 
generous way possible. As a Diocese, we are a group of people in all sizes and shapes, male 
and female, priest, sister, religious and laity, and together we form a Church of Eastern 
Montana. We are a people called to greatness. Won't you please respond generously to the 
annual CARE and SHARE collection that will be taken up in all parishes on March 31st and April 
1st? All I can say is "thank you." !

+++++++++++!
"My travels continue around the diocese with the Second Sunday of Lent finding me in Belt and 
Highwood. Both parishes extended me a warm welcome with time for coffee and rolls as well as 
an afternoon pot-luck. It was really great. This past week brought me to Our Lady of Lourdes 
Parish in Great Falls to celebrate the Liturgy and to install newly appointed ministers of the 
Eucharist. A visit to the young people preparing for Confirmation at St. Joseph's Parish in Great 
Falls proved to be a good experience…The past weekend brought me to St. Ann's Cathedral 
where I once again had the privilege of celebrating the Eucharist at all the weekend Masses with 
the Cathedral parishioners. It was a good way to celebrate St. Patrick's Day...This week I will be 
in the Billings area with a visit to the monthly meeting of the Billings Catholic School Board. On 
Tuesday evening, I will be conducting the telephone course on the Documents of Vatican II from 
St. Plus X Parish and on Friday, I will join the Parish Council meeting for Holy Rosary Parish. In 
between, there is a meeting of the Province in Portland which involves the Dioceses in Oregon, 
Idaho, and Montana. Next weekend, I look forward to joining the people of Red Lodge and 
Roberts for the Saturday and Sunday liturgies. Later on Sunday, I will travel to Roundup for a 
celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation. Next Monday, I return to Great Falls for a meeting 
with the Task Force of the DCCW which was established to seek ways in which the DCCW is 
best able to serve the Church in our Diocese today. The members of the Task Force have 
worked very hard, and I pray with all of you that the recommendations that will come forth will 
benefit the parish women's organizations in our diocese...As is obvious, the weeks become filled 
with a host of activities. And still, there doesn't seem to be enough time for me to visit all the 
parishes and to meet the people as quickly as I would like to do so. Hopefully, by the end of the 
year I will have had the opportunity to visit each of the parishes in the Diocese...And while all 
this is going on, we are celebrating the season of Lent. Again, it's a time to walk with the Lord, to 
journey with Him. One of the best ways to do this is to join in the celebration of the Eucharist 
each day. May this season of Lent be a grace-filled time for all of us. 
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