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As a Church of Word and Sacrament, we are most fortunate to have the rich resource of Christ's 
presence among us in the sacramental encounters offered to us. During Lent, we are 
encouraged to take advantage of the powerful encounter we have with the Lord in the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. !
In a message to a group of priests from the United States at the end of December 1983, Pope 
John Paul II said: !
"In your pastoral ministry, there are numerous ways in which you are able to bring the Lord's 
reconciling love to His people, but perhaps one of the most enriching is found in the celebration 
of the Sacrament of Penance. Here, in allowing penitents the opportunity personally to confess 
their sins to the Lord, you mediate one of the most profoundly religious moments of forgiveness 
and joy. In this sacramental encounter - an experience so deeply intimate - we find Christ 
forgiving, strengthening, and leading each person back to the fullness of life. And He has 
chosen us, His priests, to be the only ones to forgive sins in His name. This ministry, therefore, 
is uniquely ours and it is one to which we must give priority." !
Pope John Paul's words are a challenge to us as priests in exercising this important ministry in 
our service to the People of God. Just as the celebration of the Eucharist demands the presence 
of the ordained priest, so too the powerful privilege to forgive sins in the name of Jesus is the 
responsibility of the priest. Yet, the Holy Father challenges priests to fulfill this role effectively by 
embracing the message ourselves and permitting it to take root within our very being. !
As human beings, we recognize the need for reconciliation. As disciples of Jesus, that same 
need is there. We are fortunate that the Church offers us this powerful moment of healing and 
reconciliation through the Sacrament of Penance. It is unfortunate that many people do not take 
advantage of this encounter with the Lord. !
I believe that our celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation is a grace which enhances our 
life as individuals and as a faith community. It helps us recognize our sin, our failings, our 
weakness and calls us to grow in relationship to the Lord and others. The Sacrament becomes a 
source of strength for us in living our lives as members of the Roman Catholic faith community. !
As a person in the Church today trying to grow spiritually, I know I need this sacrament. I know 
that as a priest celebrating this sacrament with others, the experience becomes a grace for the 
penitent but also for myself. I pray that during this season of Lent the Church of Eastern 
Montana might take advantage of this great gift of healing which the Lord offers to us. In doing 
such, we truly become a People of God who are reconciled to Him and to one another. 
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