
Reflections
by the!

Most Reverend Thomas J. Murphy

Montana Catholic Register

It is difficult to realize that Lent is almost over. Perhaps for some, the season has just come and 
gone without realizing it. For others, it may have been a tremendous time for growth in 
relationship to the Lord, a time to renew the baptismal commitment and to experience the call to 
reconciliation. Whatever the case may be, there is still time left before we look back on Lent of 
1979 as part of our past.!
Next week, we celebrate the most important week of the Church year. We celebrate once again 
the Passion, Death and Resurrection of the Lord. The liturgy expresses these tremendous 
themes in a dramatic and prayerful way. As the Church of Eastern Montana, we are asked to 
share in the liturgies of Holy Week in our parishes.!
Next Sunday we welcome the triumphant Lord in the procession of palms. We listen to the 
Passion narrative which reminds us of the saving act of the Lord. The very same palms which 
are used in this moment of triumph will become ashes that will mark our foreheads on Ash 
Wednesday of 1980. The consistent Christian theme of death and resurrection is put before us 
once again.!
On Thursday, we join the Lord and his disciples in the Upper Room. He knows full well what 
awaits him the next day. He offers to his followers and to all of us the gift of Himself in the 
Eucharist. He chooses a group of men to continue his work by calling them to the priesthood of 
the New Covenant.  !
On Friday, the events of that first Good Friday are remembered in a dramatic and prayerful 
manner through the Liturgy. We share in the horror of the Crucifixion and we become witnesses 
to the great love which the Lord offers to us. The gift He offers in His own life. The sanctuary is 
bare and the prayers and readings remind us of God's love that remains unparalleled.!
But all the events of Holy Week lead to the moment of triumph. The darkness of the night gives 
way to the new dawn which Easter celebrates. The Easter vigil service in our parishes is a 
dramatic celebration of the triumph of light over darkness, life over death. And a new era begins, 
an era of relationships restored, grace offered, new life a reality.!
The above brief descriptions of the liturgy of Holy Week are but an invitation to all of us to share 
this year in the liturgy of our parish communities during this greatest week of the Church's 
liturgical year. As the Roman Catholic community of Eastern Montana, may I invite you to 
participate in the Holy Week liturgies of your parish. It is a time of grace. It is a time of prayer. It 
is a time to walk with the Lord as we respond to His call to us to greatness.!
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Once again the last few weeks have been filled with activity in my own life as well as in the life of 
our Diocese. A truly hope filled event occurred in the middle of March when a group of young 
women came together for the weekend at the Ursuline Convent in Great Falls to consider a 
vocation to the religious life. Eleven young ladies from different parts of our Diocese joined with 
Sister Perpetua, Sister Jeanette, and Sister Annette for a three day silent retreat. I ask your 
prayers once again for the young people of our diocese that they might consider a vocation to 
the religious life and to priesthood. The Task Force of the Council of Catholic Women met for a 
day in Great Falls to make recommendations to the DCCW Executive Board for the purpose of 
helping the Council of Catholic Women respond to the challenges of the Church today as well as 
respond to the needs of women in our Diocese. Hopefully, the results of the work of the Task 
Force and the Executive Board will bear much fruit in a renewed vision for the Council of 
Catholic Women in our diocese and in our parishes…The last weekend of March found me in 
Red Lodge at St. Agnes and at Roberts at St. Thomas. Confirmation at St. Benedict's in 
Roundup on March 25th also was a great experience and I look forward to the Confirmations 
this weekend at St. Peter and Paul in Great Falls as well as at St. Matthias in Ryegate and at St. 
Patrick's in Billings…My travels continue next week with an opportunity to talk to the parents of 
our children in the Billings community about Catholic education on April 9th. Holy Week will find 
me in Circle on Wednesday, Glendive for Holy Thursday, and Forsythe on Good Friday. I return 
to the Cathedral in Great Falls for the Easter Vigil celebration...I feel honored that the National 
Catholic Education Association has asked me to present two talks at their annual Convention in 
Philadelphia during Easter week. I will give the keynote address to the Seminary Department on 
Easter Monday and offer a presentation to the entire elementary and secondary departments on 
Tuesday on the ministry of teaching. I know I will bring the rich resources of the experience I 
have had in Montana to these gatherings...I was also honored at the end of March to share 
some ideas with the Catholic Youth Coalition Convention in Helena. Almost 700 high school 
students gathered at Carroll College for a two day meeting on the theme of "simplicity." My 
contact with these high school students as well as young people in our own diocese offers me a 
spirit of hope in the future. We must continue to seek ways to involve our young people in the 
life of our parishes and diocese…And finally, a word on CARE AND SHARE. Last weekend 
brought this annual appeal to a conclusion. So many people have contributed their time and 
talent to make this appeal possible. And each of you has been asked to respond. We wait now 
for the results, but I do have confidence in the Church of Eastern Montana to respond to the 
challenge offered. People unable to contribute at this time are encouraged to use the pledge 
cards available in each parish. Likewise, if there is some special project towards which a special 
donation would be given, please let us know. Thanks to one and all for your generosity, your 
kindness and your help! You are a great people and as a Diocese were called to greatness! 
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