
Reflections
by the!

Most Reverend Thomas J. Murphy

Montana Catholic Register

One of the marvels of the faith tradition we share as Roman Catholics is the powerful way in 
which our faith speaks to the human experience. At the core and center of our faith is the 
resurrection of Jesus. This event changed human history, but it gives disciples of Jesus a new 
way to look at the challenges of life. !
Easter is a celebration of life. Each year we are confronted with this incredible action of Jesus 
which conquered death and sin. Faith in the resurrection of Jesus puts all of life in a different 
perspective. The resurrection of Jesus gives meaning to the human experience of death, pain, 
suffering. !
We live out the challenge of Easter in our relationship to God and to others in the Christian 
community. Our relationship to God calls us to deepen the life He shared with us at Baptism, to 
grow as mature people in an understanding of our faith, to take advantage of the graced 
encounters He shares with us in the Eucharist and the Sacrament of Reconciliation, yet, we are 
also called upon to live out a relationship to the Roman Catholic faith community in our parish, 
our Diocese and the world. This relationship involves sharing our gifts with the Church through 
Christian service in the life of the Church community. !
Part of the challenge involved today in living out the Easter message is the need to share the 
values of Jesus with the world. We cannot isolate the message of Jesus from human life. Easter 
celebrates life which means that the disciples of Jesus must speak out against the contradiction 
of life values in society today - abortion, war, poverty, unemployment, prejudice. Not to do so 
would be to fail to appreciate the gift of life which Jesus shares with us in his resurrection. !
The Easter Gospel describes the disciples of Jesus literally running to the tomb. When they 
looked inside, there was nothing there, and they believed. We need to resurrect the excitement 
of that first Easter in our own lives - to run with all our strength to find the Lord, to make that act 
of faith which baffles a world which asks us to look into an empty tomb and discover everything.!
May Easter, 1983, be a time of peace and joy for you. May it especially be a celebration of life 
and a response by all Christians to share the gift of life with the world today. 
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