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Rather than sharing some reflections on a particular subject this week, I thought it would be 
good to comment about a number of happenings that have been part of our lives these past 
weeks. !
LENT IS OVER! I pray that it proved to be a time of grace, growth and conversion for each of us. 
The great Easter gift the Lord shared with us was the Sacrament of Penance which needs to be 
understood and appreciated in a better way so that we might take advantage of it. Lent was a 
time of sacrifice and one of the requests made of us during Lent was to contribute a portion of 
our material goods to the annual CARE AND SHARE appeal. I am most grateful for the 
response of our people, but I am not sure whether we will achieve the goal we established. If 
you have not yet responded to this appeal, please consider doing so today. !
During Lent, a number of significant events occurred in our Diocese. These would include the 
response of the Vatican to the request to have the name of our Diocese changed to "THE 
DIOCESE OF GREAT FALLS-BILLINGS" and having St. Patrick's Church designated as a Co-
Cathedral. This change of name recognizes the growth of our Diocese, especially in the 
Yellowstone County area. I hope that this action will help us achieve a greater identity as the 
Church of Eastern Montana. !
During Lent. a number of programs/celebrations were held in our Diocese that hopefully will 
bear fruit for years to come. A definite highlight was the YOUTH RALLY at the College of Great 
Falls towards the end of March. Over 500 young people came together to celebrate their faith. I 
felt privileged to be part of it and it was a great experience to become acquainted with the rich 
resource we have of young people in the Church today. It was also my privilege to celebrate the 
DIACONATE ORDINATION of Greg Satudinger on April 2nd. Greg will be ordained a priest next 
Spring. Congratulations to Greg and his family. May many more young people consider a 
vocation to religious life and priesthood. !
The "Mass of Chrism" in Billings was a tremendous conclusion to the workshop on Parish 
Ministry conducted by Bishop Ottenweller. All who attended found it to be a good experience. 
During Lent, we also began a new approach to the "Montana Catholic Register" with additional 
columns, news stories, etc. However, we need many more subscriptions if we are to continue 
this means of communication with the people of Eastern Montana. Why not give a gift 
subscription to a friend? It was also good during Lent to share in the courses offered on the 
Telephone System which included Liturgy, Scripture, Ministry, and Morality. !
The weeks ahead will be busy with parish visitations. the DCCW convention, Confirmations and 
the opportunity to continue meeting with the Church of Eastern Montana. Thank you for that 
privilege. 
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