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The Church celebrates this week the most important event that ever occurred in human history - 
the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus. The Word of God shares these events with us in 
the Scriptural accounts found in the four Gospels. We celebrate these events in the liturgies of 
Holy Week. For many people, Holy Week is recalling a historical happening that occurred almost 
2,000 years ago. But in so many ways, we relive the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus 
in society and the world today. !
It is so easy to identify with the crowds that cheered Jesus on his triumphal entrance into 
Jerusalem. When everything is going well for us, we shout out our belief in God. But when God 
challenges us in times of depression or suffering, when the Church asks us to grow in a deeper 
understanding of our faith, when our neighbor asks us to see God's presence in them despite 
their ethnic, racial or cultural background, then we become the unruly crowd who cry out for the 
death of Jesus. !
The Way of the Cross continues today in so many different ways. Jesus falls and is beaten in 
the streets of El Salvador. The isolation and loneliness of Jesus is felt by the young person 
searching for ways to communicate to an adult society as well as by the elderly screaming 
loudly in their silent plea for love, respect and acceptance. !
Jesus is nailed to the cross today as we watch young people and adults nailed to the cross and 
enslaved by an addiction to drugs and alcohol. We say we would do anything to remove the 
Lord from that cross on Calvary, and yet we are reluctant to free our sons and daughters, our 
husbands and wives, our friends and relatives from the cross on which they hang of chemical 
dependency through love, support, challenge and confrontation. !
The sky darkens as the Lord of life dies on the cross. The potential of a darkening sky filled with 
nuclear waste becomes even more possible as we find a world caught up in a nuclear arms 
race. Do we dare to clear the sky by using our resources to educate people for peace as much 
as we do to prepare people for war? !
There were numerous people who just watched the events of the Passion and Death of Jesus. It 
is so easy to remain the silent spectator, to offer reflections later, to say what might have been 
done. In 1981, we are asked to walk with Jesus on the Way of the Cross as suffering, pain and 
death affect our own lives and the lives of people around us. We could well remain always in the 
sanctuaries of our Churches and homes and miss the drama of salvation that is happening on a 
hillside outside Jerusalem. Christ dies today among the poor, the oppressed, the lonely. But do 
we dare to recognize Him? !
With all these questions, there is a new dawn that calls people of faith to accept the challenge, 
to risk their faith, to walk with Jesus to Calvary. The journey with Jesus does not end on the 
Cross. It calls us to an empty tomb where new life is offered to each of us. We are a people 
asked to walk the Way of the Cross today in the ways in which we see Jesus tortured, mocked, 
ignored, beaten, rejected in those around us. But that journey does not end on Calvary. It ends 
and begins on an Easter morning when the Lord rises from the dead and offers all of us new life, 
new hope, new vision. We are an Easter people. 
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Lord, by your cross and resurrection, you have redeemed the world. That happened 2,000 years 
ago, but we can make it happen again today. May our celebration of Holy Week give all of us 
new life today with renewed faith and courage to change a world. Share in the liturgical 
celebrations of Holy Week with your parish community and walk with the Lord today. The 
journey is worth taking! It leads to Easter morning! 
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