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So much of our activity as human beings is caught up in the experience of words and actions. 
Our words communicate our thoughts, our dreams, our hopes, our beliefs with others. Our 
actions reveal our identity because they so often reflect the reality of who we are as human 
beings.!
In the same way, words and actions are the realities which bring us together as a Roman 
Catholic faith community each week in our celebration of the Eucharist. At the heart of our 
Eucharistic celebration is the Word of God and the response we give to it which is followed by 
the action of the Eucharist itself when we recall the great gift which the Lord offered to us by His 
Passion, Death, and Resurrection, and then we receive this gift. !
Unfortunately, when we experience the same words and actions repeatedly, there might well 
occur a sense of boredom, an experience of taking the words and action for granted. But this is 
where our celebration of the Eucharist is different than any other experience of words and 
action. Each time we celebrate the Eucharist, the words and action take on new meaning and 
significance because they speak to us in our concrete real-life situation. !
The words and action of the Eucharistic celebration are not to be confined to a Church building 
or wherever Mass is celebrated. We are asked to bring those words and action into our lives so 
that as a result of our coming together, we are better able to trace the movement of God in our 
daily lives. !
After the Introductory Rites of the Mass, it is our privilege to listen to the Word of God and to 
respond to it. This listening and response should speak to our lives and not be separate from 
our human experience. The homily given by the priest or deacon must be a refection on the 
Word of God and how it relates to our lives as human beings. The Liturgy of the Word concludes 
with our profession of faith and the general Intercessions where we gather together the 
intentions and prayers of the community and present them to God our Father. !
We continue with the Liturgy of the Eucharist as we offer and prepare our simple gifts of bread 
and wine, and the priest celebrant leads us in the great Eucharistic Prayer. We respond to this 
prayer by our great "Amen" and continue on to prepare for our reception of the Eucharist, the 
Body and Blood of the Lord. After some silent prayer, our celebration concludes with a final 
prayer and blessing. The words and action are over. !
But in reality, the words and action of the Eucharistic celebration are meant to continue. They 
are meant to take on new life through our own lives in the world in which we live today, in our 
parishes, in our families, in our communities. The words and action which bring us together each 
weekend for the celebration of Mass are the powerful force which gives us an identity as a 
parish, as a Diocese, as a Church in the world today. !
No action of a parish community should have more importance than the words and action which 
bring us together for the celebration of Mass. Once again, there is the need for the parish 
community to be involved in the planning of the Liturgy each week so that it reflects the words 
and action of the community itself. 
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The celebration of Mass should be a reverent, inspiring and faith-filled opportunity for all of us to 
be in relationship to God and one another. Words and actions are taken for granted experiences 
of human life. But the words and actions of the celebration of the Eucharist give meaning to 
human life. May our celebrations of the Eucharist in our diocese and parishes be celebrations of 
faith, hope, and love which will increase our awareness of our identity as members of the 
Church.!

++++++++++!
It is amazing that a school year is coming to a quick conclusion. Already our Catholic schools in 
our Diocese are beginning enrollment procedures for next year. I would really urge parents to 
look at the Catholic schools in our communities throughout the Diocese. I would urge parents to 
take advantage of the opportunities offered for Catholic education in Catholic schools in our 
Diocese at the elementary, high school, and college level. Catholic education involves a definite 
financial sacrifice by reason of tuition. At the same time, our Catholic schools are made possible 
by the generosity of entire parish communities. Catholic schools in our diocese need your help 
and support .... Even though the fundraising annual event called BASH is over, the work of the 
College of Great Falls in our Diocese is a tremendous help to the entire Diocese through the 
graduates of the College. I hope this fundraising event proved to be a success ..... Likewise, in 
the Billings community, a commitment to Catholic education is evident in the work and 
dedication of many people through the annual MAYFAIR event that will be held on May 3rd, 4th 
and 5th. This annual fundraising event helps to make Catholic education in Catholic schools a 
reality in the Billings community. MAYFAIR is supported by the entire Billings community and is a 
tremendous witness to a belief in Catholic education. I would ask everyone in the Billings 
community to support MAYFAIR. If others in our Diocese are planning to be in Billings during 
MAYFAIR, be sure to stop by and help Catholic education through Catholic schools in our 
diocese to be a success ..... First reports from the CARE and SHARE collection indicate the 
generous response to our people to this annual appeal. We do not know yet whether we have 
met our goal, so if you have not yet contributed, please do so within the next few weeks. Thanks 
to all who have helped to make this year's CARE and SHARE appeal a hoped for success .... 
My Holy Week and Easter journey through the Diocese proved to be a good experience. But 
once again, I learned about travel in Montana. In an attempt to save some time, on my way from 
Billings to Circle, I took the cut off at Terry to Brockway. I didn't realize it wasn't a paved road and 
the Spring snow storm made the trip a good experience in prayer ... Once again, the joy of 
celebrating Holy Week with the people of Billings, Circle, Glendive, Sumatra, Forsyth, Hysham, 
and Great Falls made me aware of the faith and dedication of our people .... This week after 
having had Confirmation at Glendive and meetings in Billings, I return to Great Falls for 
Confirmation at Holy Family Parish .... The Spring Meeting of the National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops will be held this coming week in Chicago. While there, it will be a privilege for 
me to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation for my nephew. I look forward to this very 
much ... Well, it has been a good month, filled with activity and the opportunity of meeting 
people in our Diocese. I pray with all of you that the Easter spirit of life and hope may continue in 
our lives. 
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