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Bishop’s Pastoral on War and Peace - On May 2nd and 3rd, The Bishops of the United States 
will meet in Chicago to discuss the third draft of a pastoral letter entitled "The Challenge of 
Peace: God's Promise and Our Response." The letter uses the moral-religious teaching of the 
Church and applies it to the important issues of war and peace, and especially the use of 
nuclear arms. Please remember the Bishops of the country in your prayer and penance as they 
gather for this important meeting which will challenge us to appropriate Gospel values in our 
society. !
150th Anniversary of St. Vincent de Paul Society - This weekend, we celebrate “Ozanam 
Sunday," a day set aside to honor the founder of the St. Vincent de Paul Society 150 years ago. 
As a young man in France, Frederic Ozanam recognized the need to serve the poor and invited 
friends to join him in this enterprise. We have three St. Vincent de Paul Societies in our Diocese, 
in Billings, Miles City and Great Falls who continue the ministry begun by Frederic Ozanam. May 
God bless the ministry of Vincentians in our own diocese and throughout the world.!
World Day of Prayer for Vocations - This weekend has been designated as a time of prayer 
for vocations to serve the Church, especially through priesthood and the religious life. Vocations 
to the priesthood and religious life do not just happen. They come from prayer, penance, the 
encouragement of family and friends. May our united efforts promoting vocations bring about a 
generous response from the young people of our Diocese. !
Singles Sunday - Sunday, April 24th, has been set aside as a day to recognize the gift which 
single adults offer to  the Church. The Church is enriched by their presence in every community. 
Most are temporarily single before they marry. Many are single again due to separation, divorce, 
or the death of a spouse. Some choose to remain single as a genuine vocation for life. Whatever 
the length of time that they are unwed or single once again, they share their vitality in many 
ways in each local community. May God bless the single adults of the Church or Eastern 
Montana.!
Care and Share - The response to the 1983 Care and Share appeal has been most gratifying. 
Between the cash donations and the pledges, we will be able to meet the proposed goal. As 
Bishop, I am most grateful for the financial support offered to this annual appeal. Thank you also 
for your prayers on behalf of the mission of the Church in Eastern Montana. !
Confirmation - I am celebrating the Sacrament of Confirmation in about 50 of our parish 
communities this Spring. I am impressed with the maturity of the young people receiving this 
sacrament and I am grateful for all those who have prepared them. May the Holy Spirit watch 
over and guide these young people in our Diocese.!
Thank You - Once again, I use these simple words from our language to express my heartfelt 
appreciation to the laity, religious, and priests of the Diocese for their kindness, support, and 
encouragement on the occasion of my 25th anniversary of priesthood ordination. It was good to 
have my brother and sister, and two nieces and a nephew come out to Montana this past week 
to be a part of the celebration. Montana hospitality is a unique gift. Thank you for sharing it with 
my family this past week. 
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