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Many adults today grew up in an era when people interested in becoming members of the 
Roman Catholic faith community were considered potential "converts." Usually, such people 
individually or in groups would attend a series of instructions or “convert classes" after which 
they would be baptized. Such classes and even the celebration of baptism were often private 
affairs with little or no involvement of the parish community. !
In recent years, a dramatic change has occurred in the process of young people and adults 
becoming members of the Roman Catholic faith community. Welcoming new members into the 
Church has become a process of transformation for the entire parish. This is the result of the 
Ritual for Adult Initiation, or what is commonly known as the RCIA. This Ritual was promulgated 
by Pope Paul VI and has gained momentum in use and acceptance in recent years in becoming 
a model for welcoming unbaptized as well as people baptized in other Christian traditions into 
the Church community. !
Becoming a member of the Roman Catholic faith community is not just a simple decision made 
by a person in isolation who decides to begin sharing in the Eucharist and becoming an active 
member of a parish community. Such a decision is a public act and results from a public 
profession of faith or the celebration of baptism. But the profession of faith or baptism involves 
more than the individual. The Christian community has an important part to play in the whole 
process. !
The RCIA is not a program of instructions to prepare people to join the Church. Rather, it is a 
process which calls the entire parish community to become involved with those young people 
and adults interested in becoming members of the Roman Catholic faith community. When 
people are finally welcomed into the Church at the Easter Vigil through Baptism or a Profession 
of Faith, this is a culmination of many previous celebrations which have occurred which involve 
many others within the parish community at the Sunday liturgy and through contact with the 
interested adults and young people in the course of a year. After people are received into the 
Christian community at the Easter Vigil, there is a special time called "mystagogia" between 
Easter and Pentecost when the new members of the Christian community deepen their 
commitment to the Church. !
It is exciting to watch this process occur in some of our parish communities at this time. It would 
be a sign of our own growth as a diocesan faith community to have the RClA become a part of 
each parish community next year. To make it a part of a parish community next Fall demands 
planning now. Excellent resources are available through the Diocesan Media Center Pastoral 
Office regarding the RCIA. Don’t hesitate to call the toll free number at 1-800-332-9998 for more 
information. !
Joining the Church today is an exciting experience not only for those becoming members of the 
Roman Catholic faith community, but for all of us. Have you thought of inviting a friend or 
neighbor to join the Church? Why not ask someone today? 
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How do people join the Church today?


