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The Roman Catholic Church has a rich tradition of prayer and devotion. At the heart of this 
tradition is a relationship to the Lord which is best expressed in the Eucharist and the 
sacraments which are encounters with Christ. But our faith tradition also introduces people to us 
whose lives and example offer inspiration and encouragement. Primary among these people in 
relationship to Jesus is Mary, the Mother of God. !
Everything that faith teaches us about Mary is intended to draw us closer to Jesus. Since the 
early Christian community, Mary has been a part of our Christian tradition. Mary's apparitions, 
approved by the Church, at Lourdes and Fatima have focused attention on her, especially in 
relationship to Christ and the Church.!
Mary is the symbol of how all disciples of Jesus should respond to God. Her "Yes" or total 
surrender to God's will is an example to all people of openness and generosity. Catholic 
teaching recognizes the unique privileges of Mary in her virginity, her Immaculate Conception 
and her assumption. These privileges are hers because of her relationship to Christ. !
Mary's appearances to individuals at Lourdes and Fatima are reminders to all people to do 
penance for our sins, amend our lives and to love God and our neighbor more. Such 
appearances and the miracles connected with them serve as a reminder for all disciples of 
Jesus to keep in mind what Christianity is all about and to live it. !
Devotion to Mary should be part of our lives. The month of May has been traditionally set aside 
as a time to reflect on the example of Mary and the inspiration she offers us. Daily attendance at 
Mass and daily recitation of the Rosary with reflection on the mysteries of our salvation would be 
a good way to celebrate this month of May. I pray and hope that we pass on to our children and 
young people a devotion to Mary which will help them respond with their unequivocal “Yes” to 
Christ and the Church as Mary did. !
I would ask the people of God in Eastern Montana to pray to Mary this month under the titles 
“Queen of Peace” and “Mother of the Church” for the intentions of world peace and unity within 
our Church. Mary is a gift to the Christian community. It would be unfortunate if we did not 
appreciate this gift.
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